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2020 Charge Conference at Trinity UMC 
Sunday, October 18, 2020 

 

Council has decided: At the request of the District 
Superintendent, Rev. Scott Harmon, and based on the 
potential dangers of large gatherings during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the Trinity UMC Church 
Council has decided  NOT to have our traditional, 
Annual Church Conference this year. Instead, in 
accordance with the Book of Discipline, the Council 
will meet with the DS at a Charge Conference on 
Sunday, October 18, after worship to transact all of 
the legally-required business of the church.    
 The Council has the authority to make these 
decisions in response to the challenges that are 
present in this time and place. All of the churches in 
the Michigan Conference are being asked to consider 
the value of this approach and most, if not all, are 
choosing the simpler option, as is Trinity.  
 The Council does want everyone to know what 
the business of the church is all about, so these next 
few issues will provide page 1 information. 
 The specific business of the October 18 Church 
Conference this year will include: 

1. Membership Report to be voted on.  
2. Leadership Vote based on the 

recommendations of the Nominating 
Committee.  

3. Clergy Compensation Recommendation 
Form approval by vote. 

4. Additional reports from various groups 
within the church will be available to anyone 
who requests the packet of information.    

 

 The specific details of the voting items will be 
included in future Trinity Times. You are asked to 
contact anyone on the Church Council with your 
questions, comments, and insights. Those people will 
bring your contributions to the Council for further 
discussion prior to the voting on October 18.    
 Thank you for your attention and care for the life 
of this Trinity UMC. Hopefully this is a one-time-
only sort of thing, and in the Fall of 2021 we can 
gather again as the larger body of Christ…all 
together to make decisions and to support each other, 
for God’s purposes.    
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
The Finance Committee and the Church Council 
are extremely appreciative of the efforts of the 
members of the congregation of Trinity United 
Methodist Church to maintain a giving pattern that 
has enabled the church to meet expenses during these 
trying times of a devastating pandemic. Your faith in 
the work of the church is inspiring. Thanks to you, 
we have been able to pay our bills and build a slight 
cushion of nearly $3,000. As we did in 2019, we have 
had to use Bleecker funds to augment parishioners’ 
giving. However, for the last two months we have not 
had to use any Bleecker funds. In March, we were 
expecting to have to use most of the available 
Bleecker funds, but have not had to use much more 
than we did in 2019.  
 Please continue your giving to help us meet 
expenses for the rest of 2020. You can look forward 
to the opportunity to indicate your giving 
commitment for 2021, as we soon begin our Giving 
Goal campaign for 2021. 
 Again, thank you for giving to Trinity and for 
being a part of a truly loving, caring, and giving 
congregation. 

Council Members and Phone Numbers 
Jerry Harwell—Chairperson, (906)239-6390   
Bruce Clark—Vice Chairperson, (715)696-
3773 
Joyce Erickson—Membership Chair, 
(906)774-9279 
Lea Varda—Secretary, (906)774-9569 
Frank Trumbell—Finance Chairperson, 
(906)774-7710 
Jack Noyce—Treasurer, (715)528-2084 
Dean Laitinen—Staff Pastor Parish, (906)396-
4339 
Cindi Strehlow—Kitchen/Community Meals, 
(906)221-1094 
Beth Clark—Lay Member to Annual 
Conference, (715)696-3773 
Pastor Geri—Nominations, (906)774-2545 



A Feeding America Truck is 
coming here to Trinity United 
Methodist Church on Thursday, 
September 17.     
 Registration starts at 9:30 a.m. Distribution starts 
at 10:00 a.m. Due to COVID restrictions: 

 Distribution will be by drive-through only. 
 Limit of two families per car.  
 Attendants will register each family and place 

pre-packed boxes in cars.   
 

 This food distribution is sponsored by Trinity 
United Methodist Church, Cornerstone Community 
Church, and Friends of Jesus, with support from Holy 
Trinity Episcopal Church. 
 
Volunteers are needed for the Feeding America 
food distribution event coming to Trinity Church on 
Thursday, September 17. We will be placing pre-
packed boxes of food in cars as they drive through. 
All volunteers will be asked to wear masks and 
gloves and to arrive at church by 7:30 a.m. Please 
contact Jill Noyce at (715)528-2084 if you can assist. 
Thank you! 
 

Hospitalized since our last issue: Mike Bruns, 
Bruce Clark 
 

Our condolences to Dominic and Sierra Tatangelo, 
whose father Tony died September 8. Dominic and 
Sierra’s mother is Aimee Tatangelo, and their 
grandparents are Steve and Debby Cavalieri. 
 
Northern Skies District Conference and Cross 
Training is Saturday, October 3, 10:00 a.m., via 
ZOOM. Please see Pastor Geri for more details or if 
you’d like to take part in this event. 
 
September’s Mission of the Month is the Rev. Paul 
Lee Webster, a missionary with the Board of Global 
Ministries of the United Methodist Church serving as 
a rural economic development specialist at the Mujila 
Falls Agriculture Center in Kanyama, Zambia.  
 The projects he develops and oversees serve the 
needs of poor, rural people in that country. Paul says, 
“As a rural development specialist, I am attacking the 
root causes of poverty, disease, and hopelessness 
through education and training in small animal 
husbandry, cattle and goat milking, animal traction, 
tree nurseries, fruit culture, gardening, and fish 
culture at our research and demonstration station. The 
goals are families who can provide balanced nutrition 
for themselves and an income from small scale, 
family-based production.”  
 Please give to the Mission of the Month. 

Volunteers are needed to 
help with the Community 
Meal on the first Wednesday 
of every month. Please call 
Joyce Erickson, (906)774-
9279, if you can help.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Committee Information 
 

Church Council, Monday, September 21, 6:30 p.m., 
at church and by ZOOM 
Light at the Inn Membership Meeting, Tuesday, 
September 22, 6:00 p.m. 
Trinity Times articles: Due Friday, September 25 
Trinity Times published: Wednesday, September 
30 
 

 
Trinity United Methodist Church 

808 Carpenter Ave., Iron Mountain, MI 49801 
(906)774-2545   www.imtrinity.org 

imtrinityumc@gmail.com 
Facebook: facebook.com/imtrinityumc 

Pastor Geri Hamlen 
Secretary: Sally Verley

 
Live Worship    
Sundays at 10:30 
Social Distancing  
Face Masks 
 

 Facebook Live Worship, Sundays 
at 10:30 in the comfort of your home. 
Watch and listen at your convenience! 
 

Facebook.com/imtrinityumc 



Minutes of the Church Council Meeting,  
August 31, 2020 
 

Roll Call by Zoom: Dean Laitinen, Pastor Geri, Jerry 
Harwell, Jack Noyce, Jill Noyce, Joyce Erickson, 
Frank Trumbell, Bruce Clark, and Lea Varda 
 

The August agenda was set by the Council members.  
The July minutes were reviewed and accepted as 
amended, noting Frank Trumbell and John Erickson 
were in attendance. 
 

Pastor Geri gave an inspiration devotion on the 
possibilities of what things to look forward to in the 
future of the Church. God is leading us into a better 
future. The best is yet to come. She ended with a 
prayer. 
 

Church Unique Group – Jill, on behalf of the 
Church Unique group, gave a presentation seeking the 
support of the Council to present it to the 
congregation. Jill asked if there were any questions, 
and there was some discussion. A copy of the 
presentation is attached to the minutes. Dean 
motioned Trinity to adopt the Church Unique 
Mission Statement and Framework presented by 
the Church Unique Group, to the Council, on 
behalf of the congregation. Bruce seconded. 
Motion passed with one ‘Nay’ and no abstentions. 
Frank made a motion to the Church Council to 
send a letter to everyone in the congregation the 
Mission Statement and Framework by the Church 
Unique Group as approved by the Council. Joyce 
seconded. Motion passed unanimously. 
 

Annual Church Conference – The Council discussed 
the different options in holding the Annual Church 
Conference with the District Superintendent Rev. 
Scott Harmon. The conference is scheduled for 
Sunday, October 18, 2020. Dean motioned Trinity’s 
annual meeting in 2020 will be a Charge 
Conference with the Council voting as 
representatives of the congregation. Jack seconded. 
Motion passed with one ‘Nay’ and no abstentions.  
The September Trinity Times will include information 
communicating the reduced attendance for the Church 
Conference and the various voting items.   The 
congregation will be encouraged to ask questions and 
give their opinions and comments to Council 
members who can report them to the Charge 
Conference. 
 

Finance – Jack reviewed the July Treasurer’s Report 
with the Council. July had more offerings than 
expenses and ended with a positive General Fund 
balance. No funds were advanced from the Bleecker 
Fund in July. Available Bleecker Fund balance is 

$12,245.64. Year to date, $8,675 has been taken from 
Bleecker to cover our expenses. This is comparable to 
what was used in 2019 at this same time of the year.   
Dean updated the Council on the Givelify offering 
option on the Church website. A couple transactions 
have gone through smoothly. Givelify is an additional 
option for making an offering to Trinity. Frank 
motioned to the Church Council for the presence 
of a Givelify button on the Church website. Jack 
seconded. Motion passed. 
 

Trustees – Blair discussed some of the Trustees 
projects that are in discussion of the Trustees 
Committee. He is going to give his written list to Sally 
to type up of all the various projects, and she will 
forward it to the Council. 
 

Staff Parish Relations Committee – Dean reports the 
committee is working on the Charge Conference 
paperwork. Putting together the Pastor’s evaluation 
and compensation package to recommend to the 
Finance Committee, Council, and the Charge 
Conference. A request was made during the live 
worship service for additional support people to 
continue live streaming and recording worship. The 
Council gives a big Thank You to Dean for all the 
time and commitment to the SPRC and tech support 
for the Live online worship option. 
 

Fall Worship Schedule – The 10:30 a.m. worship 
schedule will continue. In person or Live on 
Facebook.  Phone recording of the worship is another 
option. Sanctuary Hours continue on Mondays 10 a.m. 
to noon. Looking ahead to maybe a possible Zoom 
Coffee Hour to enjoy more of a social interaction with 
each other.  
 

Pastor’s Time – Pastor shared with the Council a 
written response to an article printed in The Daily 
News. She has contacted the author and has had 
conversation with her. She felt moved to respond to 
the letter printed in the newspaper as a citizen of the 
community and will send a Letter to the Editor under 
her name. She clarified that she is not speaking on 
behalf of Trinity at all. Several members of the 
Council were supportive of her writing to the paper. 
No one expressed any concerns.  
 

Pastor closed with a prayer. 
 

Next Council Meeting: Monday, September 21, 2020 
at 6:30 p.m. 
 

Minutes submitted by Lea Varda 


