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Candle of Peace 
I will light candles this Christmas. 

Candles of hope where despair keeps watch. 
Candles of peace for tempest-tossed days, 
Candles of grace to ease heavy burdens. 
Candles that will burn all the year long. 

(Howard Thurman) 
 

Prayer of Confession for Advent Communion 
(inspired by Luke 3:4, Isaiah 40:3, John 1:23, Mark 1:3) 

The voice of one comes crying out in the wilderness  
… prepare the way of the Lord. 
A messenger prepares the way,  

transforming us like the refiner’s fire  
… calling us to account. 
For the prophets of old have spoken,  
announcing the breaking open of the dawn 
… guiding our feet in the way of peace. 
Merciful God forgive us…  
Forgive us when we are quick to point the finger  

at someone else.  
Forgive us when we put our heads down  
     and ignore the cries of injustice.  
Forgive us when we presume to understand  
        the complexity of issues that divide and distract  
               the peoples of the earth your feet once walked. 
Merciful God... forgive us, heal us,  
      encourage us, and speak through us,  
that we may be transformed through the refiner’s fire,  
      and the offerings of our hands and our hearts  
may prepare the way for the Christ child  
      to be welcomed among us in peace. Amen. 
 https://www.christianaid.org.uk/churches/weekly-worship 

 
                            Advent Poem of Peace 
Peace is not just the absence of violence— 
 It’s the core of calm while the battle rages on.  
Peace is not just the beauty of flowers in spring 

nodding and dancing in a light-hearted breeze— 
It’s the grey, cruel quiet of naked trees under 
 iron skies and falling leaves.   
Peace is not just a candle lit on a silent night— 

It’s the crackle and snap of burning sparks  
lifting high into a moonlit sky. 

Peace is not just the blessed stillness of death— 
 It’s the crinkle of laugh lines and the soft blush of love 
  from God to earth from far above.  

 
 

 
 
Our condolences to Deidre Teikari, whose mother Rosemary Geronimi 
died November 23. 
 

Hospitalized since our last issue:  Elaine Moore, Lee Sandberg 
 

“Thank you for your prayers & concern. I’m starting my road to recovery, 
and with God’s help & the prayers of family & friends, I know that I will 
progress well. Wishing all a healthy, happy holiday.”—Donna Bailey 
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Canticle of Zechariah 
 

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel,  
who has come to set the chosen people free. 

The Lord has raised up for us a mighty Savior  
from the house of David. 

 

Through the holy prophets, God promised of old to save us  
from our enemies, from the hands of all who hate us; 

to show mercy to our forebears and to remember the holy covenant. 
 

This was the oath God swore to our father Abraham: 
to set us free from the hands of our enemies,  

free to worship without fear,  
holy and righteous in the Lord’s sight, all the days of our life.   
 

And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High,  
for you will go before the Lord to prepare the way, 

to give God’s people knowledge of salvation  
by the forgiveness of their sins. 

 

In the tender compassion of our God  
the dawn from on high shall break upon us, 

to shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death,  
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.   

 
December’s Mission of the Month is our College Student Outreach 
program here at Trinity UMC. For many years, we have sent out cards and 
messages, as well as packages of goodies and gift cards, to our college 
students (20 students, at times). The time away from home can be lonely for 
them, so it’s been a great opportunity for us to let the kids know that their 
church family thinks about them and keeps them in their prayers. A simple 
note can brighten their day! Many of the kids have a hard time finding a 
church while at college. We want to keep them close and make them feel 
loved. Trinity is very generous in helping to make this possible! Please give 
to our December Mission of the Month. – Moira Cowling 
 

If you’d like your offering listed on your 2020 statement, please be sure 
it’s at the church by Tuesday, December 29. 
 

2021 offering envelopes are here. Please call the office, (906)774-2545, & 
make arrangements to pick them up. 
 

The December 2020 calendar was included in the Nov. 25 Trinity Times. 
Please call the church office, (906)774-2545, if you have any questions. 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 


