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Sunday, May 31    Facebook Live worship will be 
broadcast from the Sanctuary as a special treat for 
the celebration of Pentecost Sunday! Go ahead and 
wear red that day…BYOB, Bring Your Own Bread 
and Cup to the device of your choice, and we will 
again celebrate the Sacrament of Communion 
together! 
 

Pastor’s Ponderings: 
     The building is still closed, but the life of the 
church goes on and on. On this front page you can 
see that the Church Unique group continues to think 
about and invest in the future of our Trinity Church.  
They just might call to get your thoughts, too! 
     On page 2, you can see the rich variety of young 
people who have graduated from High School this 
year—in spite of the social restrictions. Trinity has 
recognized and gifted them, and there’s even a video 
of them on the Trinity UMC Facebook page. Go, 
Graduates! 
     The Michigan Conference continues to lift up in 
prayer and ask for assistance for our fellow 
Michiganders who are struggling with floods. See 
page 3. Birthdays/anniversaries are being celebrated, 
and we even have a new baby in the congregation.  
See page 4. 
     Meals are being cooked and served on 
Wednesday nights, and the meal teams had an 
amazing cinnamon roll fundraiser this past Sunday.  
Thanks to everyone who helped make that such a 
success! 
     These are all such good things and yet…the 
building remains closed for worship. But not for too 
much longer, we hope. There are many ideas being 
discussed and considered. See page 4 for a list of 
some of the ideas being put forward. Basically, we 
all want to worship God together again, in person, in 
the building. That’s a primary purpose of Church 
life. At the same time, we care deeply about the 
safety and health of our many members and friends 
so we don’t want to rush in and do more harm than 
good.    
   Thank you for your patience with this process.  
More will definitely be revealed! All in good time. 
God’s peace to you,    Pastor Geri 

 

 
'The bottom of the soul may be in repose, 

even while we are in many outward 
troubles; just as the bottom of the sea is 

calm, while the surface is strongly agitated.'  
--John Wesley 

 

 

Your Thoughts are Valuable! The Church 
Unique group is ready to hear YOUR thoughts 
about their concept for an organizational 
structure moving Trinity into the future. If 
asked, please talk openly and honestly with 
them. Here is the framework they have 
developed, and there is always room for 
adjustment and fine-tuning.  

Church Unique Concept 
What?  Our Unique Mission, at Trinity UMC, on 
the corner of Carpenter Ave. & E St.    
                         Sharing God’s love 

with those who hunger 
Why?   Because our Core Values are: 

 Meaningful Service 
 Nurturing Community 
 Engaging Worship  

How can we do the Mission? (Strategy) 
 Genuine Hospitality 
 Mission Mentorship 
 God Discovery/ Self-Discovery 

Opportunities 
 Worship Team Coordination 

When will it look like success? (Measures) We 
will be people who are experiencing:   

 Personal, In-Depth Conversations 
 Growing Closer to God 
 Active Appreciation and Support of Others 
 Targeted Missions for Specific Needs 

 
 



 
 
 
 
Kane Driscoll is the son of Colleen and Tim Driscoll, 
the grandson of Ward and Joyce Trevillian, and the 
brother of Jade and Ian Driscoll. He graduated from 
Kingsford High School with a 4.0 GPA and will be 
attending Central Michigan University to study 
Graphic Design and Creative Writing. Kane was very 
active in high school including National Honor Society, 
Quiz Bowl, Business Professionals of America (state 
qualifier), and Cross Country. A favorite experience 
was studying abroad in Spain, France, and Italy 
summer of 2018. Academically, Kane has been AP 
student of the month for three separate AP classes, 
Daily News Student of the Week, has been on the 
Honor Roll every semester of high school, and has 
received his academic bar and letter. Kane has taken 
four dual enrollment classes through Bay West and two 
Michigan Tech Summer Youth Program classes. In the 
church, Kane was a nursery assistant, junior worship 
leader, and helped with the meal program.  
 

Paige Fortner is the daughter of Kirk and Laura 
Fortner and the granddaughter of Barb Clemo and 
Karen Fortner. She has a sister, Ella, and a brother, 
Hunter. Paige graduated on May 16 from Bellin 
College with a Bachelor of Science in Nursing (BSN). 
Paige has accepted a full-time position and will begin 
working on June 1 at St. Vincent Hospital in Green 
Bay, Wisconsin, on the Inpatient Surgical floor. 
 

Reece Fortner is the son of Derek and Kristin Fortner, 
and grandson of Karen Fortner. He has two sisters, 
Sierra and Delaney, and a brother, Daunte. Reece is a 
Kingsford High School graduate. He participated in 
hockey, tennis, and football. Outside of school he 
enjoys fishing and hunting. His future plans are to 
attend Northern Michigan University and pursue a 
degree in construction management. 
 

Lizzy Ryan is the daughter of Adam and Kristy Ryan, 
granddaughter of Brian and Debi Tirschel, and great-
granddaughter of Dolly Richards. Her siblings are 
Logan, Maddie, Charlotte, Clara, and Jonathan. Lizzy 
is a graduate of Kingsford High School. She has been 
really focusing on the science aspect of school all 
throughout her high school career. Lizzy has taken a 
different science course every year of high school to 
expand her knowledge on the subject. She has also 
participated in most of the music programs that the 
school offers, Concert Band, Marching Band, Pep 
Band, Honors Band, and Solo Ensemble.   

 Lizzy has also spent a good deal of time 
volunteering in the community with many hours put in 
to the local homeless shelter, Light at the Inn. Lizzy has 
also taken most of the computer coding classes, such as 
Web Design, AP Computer Science Principals, and 
Game Design/Programming. She has really fallen in 
love with the world of programming and plans to 
further her study at Michigan State University and 
major in Computer Science.   
 

Mary Tami Slagle is a graduate of Norway High 
School. She is the daughter of Tom Slagle and Tami 
Slagle, and has a sister, Barbie Slagle. Mary is the 
granddaughter of Ward and Joyce Trevillian and the 
late Harold and Barb Slagle. She is also the great-
granddaughter of the late Richard and Laurette 
Trevillian. Mary is very active in clubs and 
organizations in high school. She is President of the 
Leo Club, President of Key Club, President of YAC, 
Secretary of the Student Council, and Student 
Coordinator for the Red Cross Blood Drives at the 
school. She is a member of the National Honor Society 
and participates in the Big Brothers/Big Sisters 
Program. Mary has been very active in volunteering 
and has spent countless hours helping others. She will 
be attending UW—LaCrosse for Radiation Therapy in 
the fall. 
 

Victoria Sorensen is the daughter of Nick Sorensen, 
and granddaughter of Greg and Lori Sorensen. She has 
a sister, Lindsey. Tori is a graduate of Iron Mountain 
High School. Tori has participated in Key Club, 
Student Council, Tri-Hi-Y club, Environmental Club, 
concert, jazz, and pep band, and basketball in high 
school. In the fall, she plans to attend Northern 
Michigan University to study business. 
 

Maggie Strehlow is the daughter of Brad and Cindi 
Strehlow. She has two sisters, Piper and Clairice. 
Maggie graduated from Kingsford High School. She 
played softball, basketball, and volleyball all four 
years. In volleyball, she was all GNC first and second 
team and the Hometowne Lumber female athlete of the 
month last fall. In basketball, she was second team all 
GNC twice and honorable mention for the All-UP 
team. In softball, she made all-conference and all-
district for pitching. Academically, she’ll graduate in 
the top 10% with a GPA over 4.0, she’s in the National 
Honor Society and Key Club, and plays the alto 
saxophone in the band. She’s received multiple state, 
solo, and ensemble awards for band. Maggie will 
attend the University of Michigan.  
 

 



 
Congratulations to the recipients  

of the 2020 Marie Bleecker/Trinity  
UMC College Scholarships: 

 
Kane Driscoll 
Mary Slagle 

Maggie Strehlow 

 
UM Response to Midland Flooding    
 Bishop David Bard has called for prayer for those 
impacted by the Great Lakes Bay Region (GLBR) 
flood and has activated the Michigan Disaster 
Response Ministry team. On May 19, 2020, 
following days of heavy rain in the GLBR, which 
includes the city of Midland, villages of Sanford and 
Edenville, and areas of Tittabawassee Township, 
Thomas Township, and Saginaw Township, multiple 
dams failed causing historic flooding and the 
evacuation of 10,000 persons. Michigan’s governor 
issued an Emergency Declaration and has sent in the 
National Guard. The river is not expected to crest for 
days and may place some areas under nine feet of 
water. 

The Michigan Disaster Response Ministry team 
is currently assessing the situation and coordinating 
with local, state, and federal agencies. They are also 
in communication with UMCOR, the United 
Methodist Committee on Relief, to request an 
emergency grant. The Disaster Response Ministry 
team asks local churches and individuals to remain 
patient as critical needs are determined and directed. 
First responders will need to fully complete rescue 
and recovery missions and secure areas before 
trained UMC Emergency Response teams can enter 
to offer assistance.  

The Michigan Conference has provided disaster 
response in this region before. In June 2017, seven 
inches of rain fell in Midland, Isabella, and Bay 
counties, impacting 2,500 homes. UMCOR acted in 
partnership with The Michigan Conference and 
Midland County, offering cleaning buckets 
dispatched from the Midwest Mission Distribution 
Center in Illinois. That was followed by a $100,000 
UMCOR grant to hire two caseworkers who assisted 
103 households. That recovery work concluded in 
2018. 

Bishop Bard was working on a pastoral response 
to the coronavirus pandemic when word reached him 
that the Great Lakes Bay Region was expecting 
massive flooding. “Turning on the news to see the 
pictures of the waters raging and rising took my 
breath away. One crisis on top of another,” said 
Bishop Bard. “The hearts of all Michigan United 
Methodists go out to the people of the area, as do our 
prayers.” He added, “I am grateful for Michigan 
Conference staff and volunteers who are already 
working on helping the United Methodist Church 
respond to this disaster.” 

Incoming Central Bay District Superintendent 
John Kasper noted how district pastors and 
congregations are caring for each other during these 
difficult times. “It is heartwarming to see the offers 
of prayer, help, and encouragement, especially to 
those most directly affected by the flooding,” he said. 
“I trust our pastors and churches that are directly in 
the path of the flood will be sustained by the love 
and support that is lifted up on their behalf.” 

For those wishing to donate to Great Lakes Bay 
Region flood victims, checks may be sent to the 
Michigan Conference at 1161 East Clark Road, Suite 
212, DeWitt MI 48820. It is important to include this 
exact language in the memo line: #4407 Michigan 
Area Disaster Response.      

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Committee Information---Trustees and Church 
Council minutes are available if you want to read them. 
Please call (906)774-2545, and we will send them to 
you. 
 

Staff Parish Relations Committee, Thursday, May 
28, 6:30   ZOOM 
Engaged Ministry Team, Tuesday, June 2, 5:30 p.m. 
Finance Committee, Thursday, June 11, 5:00 p.m., 
ZOOM 
Church Council, Monday, June 15, 6:30 p.m., ZO 



June Birthdays and Anniversaries 
Please pray for them on their special day. 
June  1 Beth Clark, Pauline Hill, Pryor Mattson 
 2 Koni Lindholm 
 4 Christopher Cavalieri, Matthew Mattson 
 5 Kathryn Bilgreen, Michelle Yuhasey 
  Mario & Brynn Santoni 
 6 Kane Driscoll, Brynlee Summerfield 
 7 Karen Gaffney, Matt Gauthier, Diana Hunt 
 8 Tim & Michelle Yuhasey 
 9 Keith & Kim Mashak 
 10 Barb Clemo, Rick Musgrove, Barbie Slagle 
 11 Clara Ryan 
 12 Jean Larson, Tami Slagle 
  Terry & Joanne Barnes 
 13 John Hyrkas, Paul & Renee Grenier 
 14 Greg & Diana Hunt 
 16 Bruce Clark 
 17 Ellsworth & Rosemary Carlson 
 18 Eleanor Edlebeck 
 19 Benjamin Ritsema 
 20 Bruce A. Bilgreen, Cole Grenier 
  Charlene Hunt, Dick & Shirley Allen 
  Wesley & Ann Hanson 
  Larry & Carol Trevillian 
 21 Tony & Elise Cavalieri 
  Adam & Heather Hayes 
 22 Moriah Hostettler 
 23 Matthew Mulka, Mika Yuhasey 
  Cole & Katelynn Grenier 
  24 Jon Forsberg, Kyle Shemanski 
  Tim & Colleen Driscoll 
  Dan & Devon Rushford 
 25 Gabriella Summerfield 
  Larry & Marsha Bonicatto 
  Scott & Cindie Trevillian 
 27  Carol Annear, Bruce W. Bilgreen 
  Vera Santoni, Stephen & Dayna Hodgins 
 28 Stephen & Hope Ann Blagec 
 29 Paul Mulka, Don Richards Sr. 
 30 Weston Trevillian, Noah Wilcox 
  Guy Yuhasey 
 

Congratulations to Cole and Katelynn Grenier on the 
birth of a daughter, Addilynn Maureena, on May 21. 
Grandparents are Paul and Renee Grenier. Great-
grandparents are Jon and Alice Nord. 
 
“Thank you for the graduation card and gift. It means 
so much to me that my church family is thinking of me 
during this time. It has been such a weird and crazy 
time; it is things like this that make it better. I am eager 
to get back to church.”  
                                  Love, Mary Slagle 

Ideas for Opening the Building 
 Wait until June 14, two weeks 
after the Verso maintenance crew 
leaves town? 
 Weather permitting, worship 
outside in the parking lot! 
 To offer or not to offer people 
masks at the door?  
 Close off parts of the building 
so there are less exposed areas that 
need to be cleaned?  
 Is there a way to do ZOOM 
worship so we can see each other’s 
faces? 
 Can we have Sanctuary hours 

during the week so people can come by 
themselves to sit in the Sanctuary for prayer 
and meditation?  

 Social distancing only allows 27 individuals to 
sit in the Sanctuary at a time. (Families would 
sit together, which would increase the number 
of people.) What would it be like to worship 
from the choir loft? The overflow area? That 
would make room for 40 people. How to decide 
which 40 people? First come, first served?   

 What would it be like to worship from the 
Fellowship Hall? The sound system in the 
Sanctuary broadcasts down there…That 
would allow 40 individuals upstairs and 
another 40 downstairs? 

 What will it be like to worship without singing? 
 

June’s Mission of the Month is our Camp 
Michigamme Scholarship Fund. For many years, our 
church has used this fund to pay half of the camp fees 
for members of our congregation. Even though the 
camp is closed this summer, we still want to build up 
our scholarship fund for the next season of camping, 
when it comes around. Children especially feel and 
sense and experience God outside in unique and 
wonderful ways. Helping with scholarship money 
makes it possible for Trinity people, adults and children 
both, to have that experience! Please keep Camp 
Michigamme and its campers in your prayers. Thank 
you for your generosity. 
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