
Pastors Ponderings

Sunday, June 14 2020

I just got home from the Iron County Anti- Racism Prayer Vigil at 
Fortune Lake. Would you be surprised to know that I also attended the 
Marquette Black Lives Matter March on Monday, June 1? I would have 
marched here in Iron Mountain on Wednesday, June 3, if I had known 
about it. 

Yes, your Pastor is being moved by the Holy Spirit to participate in 
public displays of support for change in how we think and talk about 
people with darker skin. And more importantly, change in how we act 
towards Black people. I, like so many other Americans, support changes 
that can increase opportunities, health care, dignity, and respect for those 
who have been treated unfairly for a long, long time. 

When I was growing up, I used to wonder what I would have done if I 
had been alive in Germany during World War II. Would I have had the 
courage to shelter a Jewish family? I hoped so, but I wasn’t sure. 

I used to wonder if I had been born in Stalin’s Russia, would I have 
risked the Gulag to speak the truth and maybe even be a spy for the 
Americans? I hoped so, but I wasn’t sure. 

I used to wonder if I had been old enough during the Civil Rights 
Movement of the 1960s, would I have had the courage to face fire hoses 
and police dogs and possible injury, even death, at the hands of the 
National Guard? I hoped so, but I wasn’t sure. 

Well, now it’s June 2020. And the truth that a significant group of 
American citizens are being treated badly is too clear for me to ignore. 
Exploitation and injustice towards Black people is so obvious to me that 
now I am asking...will I go out in public and stand up for people who 
were made in the image of God? Will I speak out for the honor and 



dignity of Black people? Will I resist the violence of prejudice, racism, 
white supremacy in this time and this place? 

And this time...I AM sure. It’s time. Here and now for me to do what I 
can, when I can, and in whatever way I can. 
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same place that I am. This course of action has taken a long time to 
become obvious to me. I’ve done a lot of reading and listening and 
praying and talking. Maybe that’s what you’re doing right now, and that 
is so important. God works through all of those things to move us along 
in our journey as the followers of Jesus. 

Just know this to be true: When God says, ‘It’s time’...well, that’s a holy 
call to action. That’s Jesus saying, ‘Come and follow me.’ That’s when I 
look and see that God’s been getting me ready my whole life and I better 
get out there and do something! 

I don’t know exactly what that will look like, but I’ll keep you in the 
loop! This change in my life will not change the love and the care that I 
have for each of you and for this Trinity UM Church. Just don’t be 
surprised to see me marching or praying or speaking in public about my 
support for those who have suffered far too long. And who knows, you 
just might want to come too! In the name of Jesus, right? God’s peace to 
us all. 

Pastor Geri 


