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2020 Charge Conference at Trinity UMC 
Sunday, October 18, 2020 

 

Council has decided:  The Trinity UMC Church 
Council has decided NOT to have our traditional, 
Annual Church Conference this year because of the 
COVID 19 pandemic.  They will be able to transact 
all of the legally-required business of the church in 
accordance with The Book of Discipline but the 
meeting itself will be limited to Council members.    
  The Council does want everyone to know what 
the business of the church is all about, so here is a 
summary of the Voting Items:   
1. Membership Report shows that four people have 

died since the last Conference: Marjorie Hodgins, 
Terry Lindholm, Henry London, and Dorothy 
Manko. No one has left the church. Renee 
Grunewald entered into membership with us.  
There was one Baptism, Garrett O’Reilly. The 
anticipated total year-end membership is 297. 
Because of the pandemic, we are not making a 
list of people to be removed from membership.     

2. The recommendations of the Nominating 
Committee for committee members are listed on 
the back, page 6. 

3. Clergy compensation change is in line with the 
Conference recommendation for the 14 years of 
service that Pastor has finished. The salary 
increase is from $50,546 to $52,324. Continuing 
Education ($1,500), Travel Allowance ($600), 
and Accountable Reimbursements ($500) will 
stay the same as they currently are.   

If you have any questions or comments about these 
voting items, please feel free to contact any of the 
people on the Council—see the box in the next 
column. We want to hear from you prior to October 
18, so that your concerns can be adequately 
addressed.     
 Thank you for your attention and care for the life 
of this faithful Trinity UMC. Hopefully, this is a one-
time-only sort of thing, and in the Fall of 2021, we 
can gather again as the larger body of Christ…all 
together to make decisions and to support each other, 
for God’s purposes.    
 
 

 

Council Members and Phone Numbers 
Jerry Harwell—Chairperson, (906)239-6390   
Bruce Clark—Vice Chairperson, (715)696-3773 
Joyce Erickson—Membership Chair, (906)774-9279 
Lea Varda—Secretary, (906)774-9569 
Frank Trumbell—Finance Chair, (906)774-7710 
Jack Noyce—Treasurer, (715)528-2084 
Dean Laitinen—Staff Pastor Parish, (906)396-4339 
Cindi Strehlow—Kitchen/Community Meals, 
(906)221-1094 
Beth Clark—Lay Member to Annual Conference, 
(715)696-3773 
Pastor Geri—Nominations, (906)774-2545 

 
Words of Encouragement: As we continue to 
travel the pandemic road together, it may start to 
feel more and more like you’re in a bubble of 
isolation and at the same time, on the other side of 
a barrier of division. That’s understandable, but 
NOT the whole of it.  We are also, at the same 
time, under the care of our Creator & sustained by 
our spiritual soulmates. As the hymn says: We are 
one in the Spirit. We are one in the Lord. And we 
pray that all unity may one day be restored.  
 When you get worn out and tired, give yourself 
a break. I have heard a lot of wise words lately.  
Like: ‘Come apart to the Lord before you fall apart 
in this world.’  I like this one too: ‘Sit down. Be 
still. Breathe, and know that God is with you.’ We 
even heard a sermon today reminding us that ‘The 
Lord is my Shepherd’ Psalm 23:1. Yes, Jesus is 
YOUR shepherd. Leading you beside still waters 
and restoring your soul.   
 Let the comfort of Christ be stronger than the 
weariness of the world.  
 Let the faith of our fathers and mothers warm 
your worn-out hearts.  
 Let the song of the Spirit be a lullaby for your 
times of tiredness and temptation. Faith, my friends, 
is a gift from God for all of us, the beloved of God.      
  In the name of Jesus.     Pastor Geri   



October Birthdays and Anniversaries 
Please pray for them on their special day. 
Oct.  3 Michael Hunt, Paul Paupore 
 4 Graham Harry 
 6 Zola Hilyard 
 7 Guy & Joyce Yuhasey 
 8 Scott Trevillian, Tony & Megan Flaminio 
 10 Ezra Hilyard, Sue Paternoster 
  Tim Swanson, Beverly Wright 
 11 Jon Nord, Kayle & Jennifer Ahola 
  John & Joyce Erickson, Bill & Marie Uren 
 12 Tim Driscoll, Karen Paupore 
  Monica Rietveld 
 13 Stephen Hodgins 
 14 Matt & Jennifer Gauthier 
 15 Vincent Cavalieri 
  Robert & Mariann Waldbillig 
 16 Zoe Reddinger 
 19 Tony Flaminio, Brigid Kennedy 
  Pam Smart 
 20 Alan Moore 
 22 Peter Daugherty, Debra Grailer 
  Stephen & Jan Davidson 
 23 Laura Fortner 
 25 Mike Clark 
 28 Raeanne Kowalczyk 
 30 Tom Slagle, Brad & Wendy Koski 
 31 Derek Fortner 
______________________________________________________________ 
 

Hospitalized since our last issue: Pat Barbeau, 
Michael Hunt 
 

Our condolences to Kathryn Bilgreen, whose father 
died recently. 
 

Northern Skies District Conference and Cross 
Training is Saturday, October 3, 10:00 a.m. Eastern 
Time, via ZOOM. Please see Pastor Geri for more 
details or if you’d like to take part in this event. 
 

November 1 is All Saints Sunday—On All Saints 
Sunday, we’ll honor those members of our church 
who have died since last year’s All Saints Sunday.  
 They are Marjorie Hodgins, Terry Lindholm, 
Henry London, and Dorothy Manko.  
 There are friends of this church who will also be 
remembered: Kim Koehler and Tony Tatangelo.  
 Are there others who you would like to see 
honored? Please call the office and let us know.   
  
 
 
 
 

October’s Mission of the Month is the World 
Communion Special Offering through The United 
Methodist Church.  
 The World Communion Scholarship Program of 
The United Methodist Church supports United 
Methodist students and students who relate directly to 
the General Board of Global Ministries mission 
partners, so that they may carry out their master’s or 
doctoral studies at universities or seminaries.  
 For example, consider Ofelia Duldulao.  The World 
Communion scholarship made it possible for Ofelia to 
finish graduate studies uninterrupted, instead of needing 
to take time off to earn money. A teacher by profession, 
Duldulao attends University of the Philippines in 
Quezon City, preparing for a master’s degree in 
environmental education, a passion of Duldulao, an 
environmental activist.  She has a B.S. in biology, as 
well as a degree in secondary education. 
 The scholarship, she said, has been an inspiration. 
“I am constantly reminded of the opportunity and the 
trust given to us scholars,” she said. “The support 
comes from people, from churches, believing we will 
serve the people through God’s ministries. 
 The scholarship also allows her to be active in the 
church and community while attending school.  She is 
able to serve as a speaker and educator for various 
campaigns in Nueva Vizcaya, helping to solve 
identified problems and training leaders in speaking, 
teaching, and community-organizing skills. 
 Duldulao recently returned from Africa University 
in Zimbabwe, where she attended an Environmental 
Scholars Gathering with seven other Global Ministries-
funded environmental studies and related scholars. They 
explored creation-care ministry and environmental 
programs to offer local churches around the globe. 

“I believe God provided me with this opportunity of 
being a scholar of Global Ministries to work in church 
and the community,” she said, “to be part of the 
church’s work and to lead church members to help in 
the community work.”  Please give to this Mission of 
the Month. 

 
“Thank you for your gift of $175.92, which was split 
between Haitian Artisans for Peace International and 
Bishop Judith Craig Children’s Village. Your financial 
support is enabling Global Ministries to fulfill the 
mission of the Church through evangelism and church 
growth. Thank you for actively partnering with Global 
Ministries as we move forward in establishing over 400 
new congregations and faith communities in nations 
around the world.” 

Grace and peace, Roland Fernandes 
General Secretary, Global Ministries 
The United Methodist Church 

 

(This was our April 2020 Mission of the Month.) 
 



      You should have received a mailing from 
Trinity last week about the Adoption of the 
Mission Statement: Sharing God’s love with those 
who hunger. In that mailing, we promised to give 
more detail in the Trinity Times, so here you go: 
      Hunger is a multi-layered word. It obviously 
refers to food and our human need to eat…several 
times a day, at least! Here at Trinity we are good 
with food. The Community Meal.  The funeral 
meals, in the old days. Potlucks, chili feeds, 
lasagna dinners, Mini-Fair lunches. Raviolis, soups, 
cookies, and who can forget our cinnamon rolls.   
We have and can do a lot with food. But…wait for 
it… 
  Hunger refers to so much more than just food.  
People hunger for many other things—shelter, a 
community of faith, to learn more about God. In 
these lonely, pandemic times, people hunger for 
human companionship. For hugs. For handshakes.  
For friends. Many of us hunger for live music and 
the sound of children laughing and even running 
through the building. 
      In the community, we know that there are 
people who hunger for these same things and 
more.  People are looking for meaning. For hope. 
For forgiveness. For an understanding about why 
such awful things happen in a world that God said 
is good. They hunger for meaning and purpose and 
love.              
     And Trinity is uniquely made by God to share 
God’s love with those who hunger—in whatever 
form that might take. Our mission statement is a 
holy direction that guides us to be God’s nurturing 
community for others and for each other. It 
serves as guidance for decisions and actions going 
forward. Thanks be to God for revealing to us our 
unique and special mission on the corner of 
Carpenter Avenue & E Street! 

 
 

 
 

Feeding America Truck Report 
By Jill Noyce 
 Trinity United Methodist Church, in 
collaboration with Cornerstone Community Church, 
hosted Feeding America trucks on July 17 and 
September 17, 2020.  
 Volunteers from both churches assisted in serving 
536 individuals in July and 774 individuals in 
September. Those served included children, adults, 
senior citizens, and veterans, who received meat, 
fruit, vegetables, juice, and milk.  
 We celebrate our partnership with Cornerstone 
Community Church and all who participated in this 
valuable ministry. We were blessed to share God’s 
love with those who hunger. 
 
Hazardous waste drop-off, Saturday, October 3, 
9:00 to noon, at the Dickinson County Solid Waste 
Processing Facility, W7702 U.S. 2, in Quinnesec. 
This is for Dickinson County residents only and is 
free of charge. For a list of acceptable items, see 
www.greatamericandisposal.com and click on 
Hazardous Waste under the Recycling tab. For more 
information, call (906)774-5680. 
 
Richard and Virginia Williams are preparing to 
ship things for orphans and homeless children, 
including all sizes of clothing for children to young 
adults; yardage of fabrics in colorful patterns; 
blankets; sheets; and bed pillows. Items can be 
dropped off at their home, N3956 North U.S. 2, Iron 
Mountain; at First Covenant Church in Iron 
Mountain; or here at Trinity United Methodist 
Church. 
 

 
Committee Information—Church Council minutes 
are available if you want to read them. Please call 
(906)774-2545, and we will send them to you. 
 

 

Finance Committee, Thursday, October 8, 5:00 
p.m., by ZOOM 
 

Church Council, 11:45 Oct. 18 for the Charge 
Conference, Live with ZOOM option. 
 
 

Trinity United Methodist Church 
808 Carpenter Ave., Iron Mountain, MI 49801 

(906)774-2545   www.imtrinity.org 
imtrinityumc@gmail.com 

Facebook: facebook.com/imtrinityumc 
Pastor Geri Hamlen 

Secretary: Sally Verley

Sharing God’s love with 
those who hunger! 


