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 First Sunday of Advent  Nov. 29 2020    Trinity UMC 

 
 

  
Words of Presence  

It doesn’t matter whether or not you can have faith; 
whether or not you are cynical or despairing, 

hope-filled or hope-less: 
what matters to God is simply that you are here. 

We are entering the time of Advent, 
in preparation for Christmas. 

Advent reminds us that if God is to be born again 

in the most ordinary parts of our world and our lives 

that we need prepare for it. 
We need to make the space in our lives 

where love might be born. 
Welcome to this tiny corner of a harsh and dark world. 
Together, let us practice being ready 

in the faith, with hope, that Christ will come. 
~ written by Cheryl Lawrie and posted on http://holdthisspace.org.au/all-of-who-we-are/ 

 
 Today, I’m only going to read a small snippet of a much longer lecture, discourse that Jesus 
engaged in with Peter, James, John and Andrew.  Here’s what was going on:   Jesus was 
within days of being arrested.  He had already driven out the profit makers at the Temple and 
renounced the scribes.   He had already been challenged to justify his credentials and 
authority, as I preached last week.   He had several times  warned the disciples that the time 
was near when the Temple would be destroyed and persecution would find them all.  Jesus 
had also warned people to be careful of false prophets who might try to lead them astray.  
Peter,  James, John and Andrew were getting nervous and asked…When is  all of this going 
to happen and how will we know and What’s going to happen next?!?! Let’s read this little 
part of his answer where he tells them to hang onto hope…      
 
Scripture Readings   Mark 13: 23 – 27 
 “But in those days, after that suffering, 
the sun will be darkened, 
    and the moon will not give its light, 
25 and the stars will be falling from heaven, 
    and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 
26 Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and glory.  
27 Then God will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends 
of the earth to the ends of heaven. 
          The words of God for the people of God. 

     Thanks be to God.  
 
Message of Hope          ‘What Jesus Said’ 
Jesus doesn’t use the word  HOPE in this scripture reading but what he does do is to draw 
on the vision of a brighter future that the people of his time had hung on to since…well since.  
The Days of Elijah in the Books of the Kings.  Who remembers that song that our choir has 
sung many times over the years… 

http://holdthisspace.org.au/all-of-who-we-are/
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These are the days of Elijah 

Declaring the word of the Lord, yeah 

And these are the days of Your servant, Moses 

Righteousness being restored 

 

These are the days of great trials 

Of famine and darkness and sword 

Still we are the voice in the desert crying 

Prepare ye the way of the Lord! 

 

Say, behold He comes, riding on the clouds 

Shining like the sun, at the trumpet's call 
Lift your voice, (it's) the year of Jubilee 

Out of Zion's hill, salvation comes. 
 
And then Jesus also draws on the words of God through Daniel, Chapter 7 about the four 
kingdoms of the earth, overcome by the everlasting kingdom of God—with great power and 
glory.  He appeals to a vision of God’s victory on behalf of their behalf.  A vision that they 
were introduced to from the cradles on through childhood and into the difficult days of being a 
faithful person in the midst of a powerful and uncaring empire.  Then they will see ‘the Son of 
Man coming in clouds’ with great power and glory.  
 
Peter, James, John and Andrew knew the words of Elijah and Ezekiel and so many more.  
They knew that Jesus was talking about a better future.  A God inspired future where 
judgment and justice would serve God’s purposes…not human desires.    And those words, 
that reminder of the God’s vision for the future, gave them hope…a light in the darkness of 
their particular circumstances.    
 
Which you and I know are only going to get more and more difficult for them, as Jesus is 
arrested  and crucified…and yet, this vision of the Son of God coming,  riding on the clouds, 
shining like the sun…Gave them hope. 
 
Where are the voices of hope for you, this year?  This Advent?  Who’s casting a vision of 
God’s future for us?   
 
We are just emerging from  an election season that was filled with voices telling us many 
things.   The hope  of politicians is  that their words, their style, their charisma will capture the 
hearts and minds of the voters.  And one of the things that I heard over and over again this 
last season was the awfulizing, the catastrophizing of one against the other.    
 
If my opponent gets into office…it will be the biggest disaster ever.  
If you vote for my opponent…your taxes will go up. The economy will fall apart.  Our 
democracy will be destroyed.  The environment will be shredded and an extinction event of 
gigantic proportions will be inevitable.  Maybe I didn’t exactly hear all of that but I think you 
Know what I’m saying.  
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The rhetoric of disaster that I heard, and you heard, plays directly to our fears and anxieties.  
It seems designed to invade and infect a population that is already dealing with the very real 
threat of a pandemic and  the creeping sense that we’ve been living on the tip of an iceberg 
and that what’s below the surface, in the dark, is way more destructive than we ever 
imagined.  
 
How much Hope can there be with a desperately destructive Vision like that?   
 
Hope, at its best,  is the off-spring, the by-product of a God inspired, holy and life affirming 
vision.  Jesse Jackson, some of you may know of him?  He did an article with the ‘New 
Yorker’ Magazine in 1992.  This was some years after he had been an African American 
candidate for President in these United States…1984 and 1988.  He told this story about 
growing up in Greenville, South Carolina, in the Jim Crow segregated South of the 1940s and 
1950s.             (for copyright concerns I am not going to re-type the story)i 
 
That teacher 6th grade Teacher had a Vision that Jesse, as a 6th grader couldn’t even 
imagine. But he went on to become the 3rd black person to be a candidate for President of 
the US.  
How many of you had a teacher who saw more in you than you saw in yourself?  
 
Jesse Jackson’s biography describes his grandmother as a powerful force in his life,  
believing in him and encouraging him.  Seeing more in him than he saw in himself.  
How many of you have a gramma, memories who cast a vision of how special you are?   And 
how loved you are?  
 
Jesse Jackson was raised in the Baptist church and knows his Bible.  He is, like of all of us,  
a follower of Jesus, to the best of his ability.   He pronounced even as a child that he would 
be a preacher and lead people through the rivers of water. ii  And he grew up to be an 
Ordained Baptist Preacher himself.   
How many of you have had a church experience that encouraged, inspired you to be and do 
more than you could have imagined as a 6th grader? 
 
How many of you know your Bible and listen to the Vision that Jesus offers us of a day and 
time…we don’t know when but it’s coming… 
when God will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds,  

from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven.  
With great and amazing power and glory…to bring justice to the world. 
And yes there will be disruption and conflict and challenges and hardships but there is a 
vision in what Jesus taught. 
A vision of Love overflowing in human hearts. 
A vision of  power being used  to build up, not tear down.    
A vision of calling on God in both lamentation and celebration. 
A vision of divine abundance,  not human hoarding and limitation.  
 

We need that vision too!   In order to have hope…there has to be a picture of a better day.    
 
Martin Luther King Jr. had a lot of respect for Jesse Jackson and fueled the fires of his 
passion for justice and liberty for all.   MLK said: 
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When our days become dreary with low hovering clouds of despair,           

and when our nights become darker than a thousand midnights,                   

let us remember that there is a creative force in this universe,                

working to pull down the gigantic mountains of evil,                                        

a power that is able to make a way out of no way                                           

and transform dark yesterdays into bright tomorrows.                                              

Let us realize the arc of the moral universe is long                                                              

but it bends toward justice.iii 
 
That’s what ‘God speaking a vision to all of us’ sounds like.   A God sized vision.  
 
I am reminded in this talk of vison about the Church Unique work that was done here at 
Trinity over the 18 months.  God gave us a Mission Statement that is guiding  us…Sharing 
God’s love with those who hunger for food, for hope, for fellowship.   But when we got to the 
part about developing a Vision…a picture of where we think God is leading us.   We got 
stuck.  It’s just so hard to think 3 years out.  Five years out. Even a year out.  Especially in 
this pandemic season for the human race.   
 
But my Hope for all of us, during this season of Advent waiting, is that we will let the words of 
Jesus nourish our hope.   
 
That we will let the vision of God-inspired people, like Jesse Jackson and MLK Jr., expand 
our capacity to imagine and hope for a better and more wonderful future.  Ask yourselves 
this:  Are your hopes big enough?   
Big enough for God who is so much bigger than all of us?   
 
When people tell me that they are hoping for a vaccine for  COVID-19 so we can get back to 
normal: 
 
I wonder…while we’re at it, let’s also hope for a vaccine for AIDS and for  Cancer and for 
Parkinsons and for Alzheimers.  Why limit our  hopes to one little virus just because it’s been 
such a nuisance for the last 8 months.     
 
And the dream of getting back to normal…is that really a big enough hope for those who 
follow Jesus?  Doesn’t Jesus want us to want more than a return to a time and place where 
there were so many people living with hopelessness?  With unmet hungers?  With a lack of 
access to health insurance?  With inadequate housing options for low-income people? 
 
Why would God settle for us going back to a ‘normal’ that included the injustices for People 
of Color that we have seen on the news and are learning about more and more?  Do you 
really want the normal that includes inequality of opportunity and the gross disproportion of 
imprisonment and poverty for segments of the population that are not white?  
 
Is going back to normal and making America great again…is that really going to be enough 
for our God who sent Jesus to tell us to love each other…even our  enemies!  Even the 
people who disagree with us.  Love even the people who make us mad.   

https://www.azquotes.com/quote/604403
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/604403
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/604403
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/604403
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/604403
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/604403
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/604403
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/604403


5 
 

 
Let’s not settle for the way things used to be.   
Let’s take this Advent time to dare to hope for more cooperation.   
More respect.   
More compassion.   
More forgiveness.    
More  reconciliation.   
Thicker skins.   
Less self-pity.    
Less greed.   
Less insisting that it’s  my way or the highway.  How’s that for a God sized vision to hope for? 
 
Howard  Thurman…some of you have heard me talk about him this past year.   He was, yet 
another Baptist minister.  A spiritual guide for non-violence to MLK and Jesse Jackson.  He 
said about Advent: 
Listen to the long stillness: 
New life is stirring 
New dreams are on the wing 
New hopes are being readied: 
Humankind is fashioning a new heart 
Humankind is forging a new mind 
God is at work. 
This is the season of Promiseiv                
 
This is Advent.  Let us grow our Hope to be God sized… 
 

Canticle of Hope 
 

Response: God’s glory will be our light, and night shall be no more. 
 

We shall see a new heaven and earth, for the old will pass away. 

We shall see a new Jerusalem, the holy city descending from heaven.   
 

The city shall need no sun or moon, for God’s glory will be its light, 

For God’s Lamb will be its lamp, and by its light the nations shall walk.   
 

We shall hear a loud voice from the throne: 

“Behold, God’s dwelling is with mortals. Indeed, God will dwell with them and they will be God’s 

people.”   
 

God shall wipe away all our tears, and there shall be no more death. 

Mourning, crying, and pain shall cease, for all former things will pass away.   
 

We shall hear One speak from the throne: 

“Behold, I make all things new. I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end.”   
 

Our Lord testifies to these things: 

“Behold, I am coming soon.” 

The grace of the Lord is with us. 

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! Come!   

Response: God’s glory will be our light, and night shall be no more.  

Amen.  
 

https://www.azquotes.com/quote/881195
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/881195
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/881195
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/881195
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/881195
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/881195
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/881195
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/881195
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 Benediction  
May hope guide your thoughts…not fears. 
May hope show in your actions… 
May hope be the gift that you give to all this day and every day.  
Go in hope and in peace.   
  

 
i Rowell, Edward K. and ‘Leadership Journal,’  1001 Quotes, Illustrations & Humorous Stories for preachers, teachers and 
writer, Baker Books, Grand Rapids, 2007, p. 246.  
ii https://www.biography.com/activist/jesse-jackson    Read 11/28/20 
iii https://www.azquotes.com/quote/604403    Read 11/27/2020 
iv Thurman, Howard, The Mood of Christmas and Other Celebrations, Friends United Press, Richmond IN, 1973. 
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