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Rev. Geri Hamlen 
  
The Book of Judges is one of those books that doesn’t show up in Sunday worship very 
often.   
Maybe because of the violence?  Lots of wars and battles between the Israelites who 
escaped slavery in Egypt but have a lot of trouble with their new neighbors in the Promised 
Land.   
Maybe because God seems to bounce back and forth between saving Israel and punishing 
them.  
Maybe we don’t hear too much from the book of Judges because it’s more about stories and 
less about direct instruction.  
 
Whatever the reason…I find Judges fascinating—for all of the reasons I’ve already 
mentioned.   Also fascinating because it talks about politics.   Now haven’t I done well 
through the pre-election season in not ‘talking about’ politics?  So hopefully it’s OK on this 
post election Sunday to remind you that even though we don’t like to mix religion and politics 
in this day and age…In the Bible, there is all kinds of talk about the political, governmental, 
military and religious politics in Israel.  Judges has a lot to teach us about how human 
communities thrived under God or failed in their faithfulness to God BEFORE Kings were 
even instituted.     
 
So let’s be bold and read the first part of a much longer story and see what it has to tell us 
about who and how God is and about who and how we are.    
 
Scripture Readings   Judges 4: 1 -7  
 The Israelites again did what was evil in the sight of the LORD,  

after (the judge) Ehud died.  
So the LORD sold them into the enemy hands of King Jabin of Canaan, 

who reigned in Hazor, (the Northern country);  
the commander of King Jabin’s army was (a man named) Sisera,  

who lived in Harosheth-ha-goiim—(also in the Northern regions, just a little 
south and east of Mt. Carmel.)  

(After a time of captivity)…Then the Israelites cried out to the LORD for help;  
For King Jabin had nine hundred chariots of iron,  

and had oppressed the Israelites cruelly for twenty years. 
4 At that time Deborah, a prophetess, wife of Lappidoth, was judging Israel. 
She used to sit under the palm of Deborah  

between the cities of Ramah and Bethel in the hill country of Ephraim;  
and the Israelites came up to her for judgment.  

She sent and summoned Barak son of Abinoam from Kedesh in Naphtali,  
 (just West of the Sea of Galilee) 

and said to him,  
“The LORD, the God of Israel, commands you,  

‘Go, take position at Mount Tabor, bringing ten thousand  
from the tribe of Naphtali and the tribe of Zebulun.  

I will draw out Sisera, the general of Jabin’s army,  
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to meet you by the river bed Wadi Kishon with his chariots and his troops;  
(the rainy season is upon us and the swamp will be too much for his chariots)   

and I will give him into your hand.’”  

Barak said to her,  
“If you will go with me, I will go; but if you will not go with me, I will not go.”  

And she said, “I will surely go with you; nevertheless…  
The words of God for the people of God. 

     Thanks be to God.  
 
 
Message      Nevertheless… 
Nevertheless….Yes, it’s a cliff-hanger.  What we have read this a.m.is the just the beginning 
of a larger story that is just a small part of a longer time line that is woven into an over-
arching spiral of God’s relationship with the people of Israel and with us…us, who are 
adopted through the life and death and resurrection of Jesus Christ into a grand drama of 
creation, disobedience, repentance and redemption through the love of God.  
 
You may wonder why would I chose this opening scene to read today…this first Sunday after 
the National elections.  Maybe, you’re thinking, because of Deborah being a woman.  And I’m 
a woman.  And for the first time in the history of the country, we just might have a woman, 
Kamala Harris, as Vice-President.  
 
Good speculation on your part.   I do try to give the women of the Bible their fair share of 
preaching time.   Because they certainly didn’t get a fair share of Bible time…For every 10 
men named in the Bible, there’s less than 1 woman named.   That’s pretty much a fact of life 
and, interestingly enough, the book of Judges has more women in it than any other book of 
the Bible.   Nineteen women according to my one source…nevertheless….that’s not why I 
chose this passage.  
 
You might think, maybe I chose it to show what it looks like when the person, respected for 
wisdom and justice within the community, like Deborah was, works well with others—
especially the military.   Barak, son of Abinoam,  was a Commander of the Israelite militia.   
10,000 warriors according to this translation.  Yes, it is good to read about a cooperative 
spirit between various groups who have power in society.   I hate to think what would happen 
if the military in our country ever turned on the Presidency or the Congress…South and 
Central American history shows us how awful that can be.  And in our own capital, 
Washington DC we’ve seen more than our fair share of antagonistic governmental agencies 
and branches, haven’t we?  So that would be a good reason to read this story today.   Putting 
in a plug for cooperation and bi-partisanship. Nevertheless…that’s not it.  That’s not why I 
chose these verses.  
 
You might be thinking I chose Judges Chapter 4 because of how God was at work judging 
the life of the Israelites.  Did you hear how the Israelites did evil in the sight of God?   After 
the judge Ehud died?   
 
A little back-story here….Yes, Ehud was one of the good judges. If you choose to go home 
this afternoon and read through the book of Judges, you might notice that the judges in the 
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early part of the book are pretty good but there is a steady decline as you read through the 
21 chapters.  Might be a fun Sunday afternoon thing to do?   
 
But anyway…  Prior to Deborah, Ehud, one of the good ones, was chosen by God to rescue 
the Israelites from King Eglon of Moab.   God’s people needed to be rescued because, 
imagine this, Israel had done evil in the sight of the Lord.  So God had turned Israel over to 
the Moabites and the Ammonites and the Amalekites who gathered together to take 
possession of the Israelites.  
 
Nevertheless, God sent Ehud to save them!   And save them he did…Ehud, the good Judge,  
was a left-handed man and King Eglon was a very fat man, by the way.   That’s a story some 
of you might remember from reading the Bible in 90 days or a year.   A very vivid killing 
scene…It’s a story that just might encourage middle school kids to read the Bible more often! 
 
Then everything was good for while, but Ehud died and…it’s almost like the refrain of a 
song…the Israelites did evil in the sight of God.   AGAIN!!!!  And God doesn’t just sit back 
and let evil flourish without taking steps.  Which is good news of a sort, right? 
 
There are a lot of charismatic preachers who could give you a barn burner of a sermon about 
how God judges the wicked and gives ‘em what they deserve.  But that’s not me…I can’t do 
that, God forgive me if I am falling short.   
 
By way of explanation…I don’t preach God’s judgement on the nations  because I just plain 
can’t tell when the drama and tragedy of nations is God’s will.   Or when it’s the 
consequences of the self-will run riot manifest in power hungry, blind and self-seeking 
people/politicians.   
 
I keep thinking that sometimes us people, politicians maybe especially, make God’s job 
easier because we make such a mess of things that God can just sit back and shake the 
heavenly head and say things are bad enough.  I don’t have to make them any worse.   Y’all 
are doing it to yourselves.   
 
I don’t preach God’s judgement on the nations or on people because I am convinced that 
judging is God’s job.  My job…and your job…is figuring out how to love those who are 
irritating.  How do we love those who are bugging us?  Who don’t like us.?  Those who don’t 
agree with us?  Those who do what we find incomprehensible?   That’s the challenge of this 
moment in our history, isn’t it?  According to Jesus, my job and yours, is to be Loving to our 
neighbors, and to our enemies and to all the strangers, even when they scare us.   That 
would make a good sermon, right? 
 
Nevertheless, that’s not why I wanted this story for today.   Maybe you’re moving ahead and 
thinking that I chose this Scripture because in it,  God listens.   When the people cry out for 
help…no matter how evil they were God’s eyes…God listened when the Israelites cried out 
after 20 years in bondage to King Jabin.  Just as God listened when they cried out in Egypt. 
And when the Moabites, Ammonites and Amalekites held them for 18 years.   Yes, God 
listens and I’m quite sure that God weeps for the horror of injustice, cruelty, yes, racism and 
poverty and misguided policies that imprison and disenfranchise so many.   
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God listens and God’s dream on earth as it is in heaven is that the poor would be fed.  The 
homeless sheltered.  The naked clothed.  The captives set free.   Yes, God weeps for the 
orphans and the widows and the strangers who we refuse to call neighbors.  And when they 
cry out to God, when we cry out to God…God listens.   God comes through.  For us.  For the 
Israelites.  For the world…through Jesus Christ.  And that would be a good enough reason to 
read this scripture this morning.   
 
Nevertheless….that’s not it either.  And by now, you might be thinking All right Pastor…just 
tell us already!!?!?  Why did you chose this Scripture???   Yes, I’m trying to build a little 
suspense here! 
 
I chose this Scripture because it shows us that…the players change.  The characters 
change. The judges change.  The enemies change.    The nations change.  The 
circumstances and nature of evil change.  Nevertheless, when we cry out for help, God’s 
steadfast love that endures forever.  
 
I read this story today because it has a word of hope for us.   We don’t have let the sad and 
scary and disappointing stuff lead us into doing evil in the eyes of God.  We can stand firm in 
our faith that God—even while weeping for the foolishness and horror of this time and 
place—is planning and planting and creating something new and better for all of us.   
 
 We are living in a crazy carnival of different viewpoints and opinions and theories.  It’s like 
there’s a shadow of dread that something even more awful is looming out there on the 
edges—just waiting to get us.  But God does not intend that we should live as those who fear 
or despair…What did Paul say in the letter to the Philippians?  I keep coming back to this:  
Phil 1: 27 – 28 (paraphrased)  Stand firm  in the Spirit…for the faith of the Gospel…be in no 
way intimidated by your opponents.  The power of the Holy Spirit is sufficient for all of our 
needs.    
 
Life is hard…nevertheless…Jesus tells us…Be not afraid.   He doesn’t say:  Don’t feel the 
fear.  We have to be honest about what we’re feeling or we won’t be able to get through it.  
But Jesus does say Don’t Be the Fear.  Instead of fear taking over your mind and heart…let 
the love of God surround you, comfort you, strengthen you.    
 
Be not afraid. Trust that God has demonstrated over and over again, in the Book of Judges, 
in the stories of Kings, in the Prophets and the Psalms and in the life and death and 
resurrection of Jesus that the God is with us.  And God is listening.   And hearing our cries of 
lamentation.  And God has already sent someone to save us.  Jesus is with us always.   We 
just have to remember every minute of every day when it feels like too much for too 
long…We were baptized through the power of the Holy Spirit as the followers of Jesus 
and nothing can separate us from the power and love of God. 
 
It’s hard to remember that God has that much power.   
And it’s hard to remember that Jesus has shown us how to live as those who have faith.    
 
Nevertheless, the Scriptures give us words of encouragement. Paul says it so beautifully in  
Philippians 4: 8 - 9     Finally, beloved,[a] whatever is true,  
whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure,  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+4%3A+8+-+9&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-29434a
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whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, 
if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise,  

think about these things. 
 Keep on doing the things that you have  

learned and received and heard and seen in me, 
and the God of peace will be with you.     

             
The 2020 election has come and gone.  There is both rejoicing and disappointment 
throughout the land.   The voting process only highlights the fact that a huge chunk of the 
population doesn’t agree or even like the other huge chunk of Americans.  And vice versa.   
Re-counts and possible protests, editorials and tweets and a flood of words and opinions 
may seem overwhelming over the next few weeks and months.   
 
Nevertheless…God is in charge and listening as we cry out for help.   And when we do, God 
hears us and will give us the strength to do our part in cultivating love for the unlovable.  
Jesus shows us how to demonstrate Faith in the face of the unusual and unpredictable.   The 
Holy Spirit provides us with the Hope of Resurrection and new life in the face of even the 
unthinkable.  God is with us.  Thanks be to God.   Let us pray.  
 
God of all the ages,  
 In your sight, nations rise and fall, and pass through times of peril.  
Now, as our land is troubled, be near to hear our cries for help and to save us from  

Any efforts to do damage to those you love—which is all of us.  
May our leaders be led by your wisdom;  
 May they search your will and see it clearly.  
If/Because we have turned from your way,  
 Reverse our ways and help us to repent.  
Give us your light and your truth, let them guide us;  
Through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of this world, and our Savior.   Amen.  
  


