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  Grace and peace to one and all!  Christmas Eve Services this year will be Virtual…not 
anyone’s favorite but, as we hear quite often:  It’s better than nothing!  If you have access 
to Facebook Live, you can with us on-line that afternoon and evening at 4:30, 7:00 and/or 
10:00.  There will be a different style for each of them.  (Or you can come back at any time to 
the Facebook page to check them out.) 
       Included with this mailing is a program for each of the services with words to the 
songs and Scriptures and Message Titles.  We even put the Children’s Message on the back 
of the Calendar!    

Some of you will receive this Trinity Times after Christmas Eve has come and gone.   
Remember that the celebrations may be over, but the Spirit of Christmas lives on.  The 
pages of this Trinity Times can be an after-Christmas gift to remind you that the gift of love 
from God is enduring and eternal and excellent beyond our wildest imaginings.     

The most enduring gift that Trinity has received in 2020 is the gift of clarity and 
identity about who and how we are called to be by God.  Please accept and ponder in 
your hearts what it means to be Trinity Unique, in this time and place—for God, for each 
other, and for the world.   Best Christmas gift ever!    

Thank you, Holy One…In His name, Pastor Geri 
 

Trinity Unique 
Mission:   Who/What are we called to be and do?  

Those who share God’s love with those who hunger. 
Values:  What’s important to us?  

Meaningful Service 
Engaging Worship 

Nurturing Community 
Strategies:   How can we do it well?                                  

Mentoring for Missions 
Genuine Hospitality 

Worship Team Coordination 
God/Self Discovery Opportunities 

Measures:   What will we look like while doing the Mission? 
Active appreciation and support of others 

Growing closer to God 
Targeted missions for specific needs 

In-depth conversations with each other 

 
Trinity Unique   2020 Reflections 

In 2019 and 2020, a faithful group of Trinity people spent a lot of time 
studying, talking, praying, and asking God to reveal direction and identity for Trinity 
UMC going forward. The results of that effort are reflected on the previous page for 
you to review and consider.  

There is much that can be said about each of the various elements. Praise God 
that we will have many opportunities to talk and implement and grow into the 
beautifully Unique framework that God has given us.  

These words below from Sara Miles speak to the reality that hunger is 
universal, and it’s not always just for food.  There’s a whole world’s worth of 
meaningful service and nururing and supporting that we, as Trinity UMC, can look 
forward to doing in the coming year. God bless us all! 

 

A Hunger Beyond Food (inspired by Luke 1:47-55) 
“He has filled the hungry with good things and sent the rich away with empty hands.” Luke 1:53 

 

At the heart of Christianity  
is a power that continues to speak to  
and transform us. 
As I found to my surprise and alarm,  
it could speak even to me: 
not in the sappy, Jesus-and-cookies tone 
of mild-mannered liberal Christianity, 
or the blustering, blaming hellfire                                                             
of the religious right. 
 

What I heard, and continue to hear,  
is a voice that can crack  
religious and political convictions open,  
that advocates for the least qualified,  
least official, least likely; 
that upsets the established order  
and makes a joke of certainty. 
It proclaims against reason  
that the hungry will be fed, 
that those cast down will be raised up,  
and that all things, 
including my own failures,  
are being made new. 
It offers food without exception  
to the worthy and unworthy, 
the screwed-up and pious, and then commands everyone to do the same. 
~ excerpted from Sara Miles in A Hunger Beyond Food. Posted on the Seed Publishers website.  http://www.seedspublishers.org/ 
 
 
 
 



The January Mission of the Month is Bay Cliff Health Camp, a nonprofit camp for 
children with disabilities. The idea for the camp began during the Great Depression. Two 
women came to the UP to help children suffering from the effects of the Depression. A 
summer camp became a reality on an abandoned dairy farm. Today, Bay Cliff has a summer 
camp for children with all kinds of disabilities. At camp, they can swim, ride horseback, and 
receive the therapy they need. Please considering giving generously to support this wonderful 
mission. 
 

Our condolences to Carol Pezzullo, whose husband Jim died December 17. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

13th Month Offerings will continue to be accepted with gratitude through the end of 
the month.   
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Many thanks for all of the Paper Poinsettias and Luminary gifts we received. They are 
taped or arranged at the windows of the church. Do drive by to see them! A listing is 
included in this mailing.  
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

2020 offering envelopes are here. Please call the office, 774-2545, and make 
arrangements to pick them up. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

If you’d like your offering listed on your 2020 statement, please be sure it’s at the 
church by Tuesday, December 29. 
 

This is the last issue of the Trinity Times for 2020.  The next issue will be mailed 
Wednesday, January 13.  
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Facebook Live Worship on  
Sundays at 10:30. Go to 
https://www.facebook.com/imtrinityumc 
 


