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   2nd Sunday after the Epiphany Sunday  Jan. 17, 2021    
Trinity UMC     Pastor Geri Hamlen 

 

Jesus was an organizer…he organized his disciples, he re-presented the teachings in the ancient 
Holy Writings in a way that made sense to the people of his time and place.  He managed hungry 
crowds in a peaceful way so that everyone had enough to eat.  He tended to people who were sick 
and even untouchable, providing healing and hope.   I kept thinking…how did Jesus organize all of 
that?  And there are clues to how Jesus organizes communities that I am going to highlight in my 
preaching during this Season of Epiphany, starting with Mark 1: 14 – 22.    
 

Just to put it in context…Jesus has been baptized by John the Baptist at the River Jordan.  
The Holy Spirit led Jesus into the wilderness for a period of time.  John the Baptist got 
arrested for his words and actions in opposition to the current King Herod’s unjust reign of 
power.  And then Jesus came out of the wilderness and started his ministry in the Northern 
area called Galilee…the region in which he had grown up after returning from Egypt where 
he and his family went as political refugees while he was a baby.   Yes, Jesus had quite the 
dramatic story! 
 

Scripture        Mark 1: 14 – 22  

The Beginning of the Galilean Ministry 
14 Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee,  

proclaiming the good news[a] of the kingdom of God,[b] 15 and saying, 

 “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near;[c]  

repent, and believe in the good news.”[d] 

Jesus Calls the First Disciples 
16 As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee,  

he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into the sea— 

for they were fishermen.  
17 And Jesus said to them,  

“Follow me and I will make you fish for people.”  
18 And immediately they left their nets and followed him. 
19 As he went a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John,  

who were in their boat mending the nets.  
20 Immediately he called them;  

and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men, and followed him. 

The Man with an Unclean Spirit 
21 They went to Capernaum;  

and when the sabbath came, he entered the synagogue and taught. 
22 They were astounded at his teaching,  

for he taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes. 
 

Message           ‘Community Organizing—Martin Luther King Jr.  Day’ 

Are there any Winnie the Pooh fans here this a.m.?   Christopher Robin, Pooh Bear, Tigger and 

Eeyore and the others in the 100 Acre Woods are the characters that served A.A. Milne’s 

creative genius.   I don’t claim Winnie the Pooh as one of my most favorite childhood books 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+1%3A+14+-+22&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24227a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+1%3A+14+-+22&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24227b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+1%3A+14+-+22&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24228c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+1%3A+14+-+22&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24228d
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but in England, it pretty consistently ranks in the top 10 British favorites and I have grown to 

appreciate the simple wisdom in A.A. Milne’s writings over the years.   
 

So I wasn’t surprised to find that he had something to say on the subject of organization: 

‘Organizing is what you do before you do something,  

so that when you do it, it is not all mixed up.’ ~ A.A. Milne1 
 

The Gospel of Mark does not tell us what Jesus was doing in the wilderness during that time 

after his Baptism and before he started his public ministry.     Matthew and Luke’s Gospel go 

into greater detail about his struggles and his dialogue with the Devil—I imagine Jesus and 

the Deceiver hurling scriptures at each other and we know the Devil finally left him until a 

more opportune time would come to be.  What Mark shows us, however, is that Jesus must 

have spent at least some of that wilderness time doing what you do before you do 

something so that when you do it, it is not all mixed up.  
 

It appears that Jesus emerges in our reading this morning with a a well-thought out Mission 

Statement and some Strategies.    Jesus came to Galilee,  

proclaiming the good news[a] of the kingdom of God. 
 

The Good News is code for ‘The Gospel’ and anyone reading that for the first time might ask, 

“Well what is that Good News” and Jesus is right on it.  Because he had done what you need 

to do before you do something…He has organized his thinking.  Jesus went right on to 

describe the Good news saying, 

 “The time is fulfilled, it’s at hand and the kingdom of God has come near. 

Repent and believe in this good news.’ 
 

That is the consistent organizing Message and Mission and Good News that Jesus stuck to in 

3 of the 4 Gospels.     

Matthew 4:17   “From that time Jesus began to proclaim, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven 

has come near, it is at hand.” 

Luke 4:43, Jesus telling the crowds who wanted him to stay with them in Capernaum:  

“I must proclaim the good news of the kingdom of God to the other cities also; for I was sent for 

this purpose.”   
 

There is something very, very important to Jesus, to God, through the Holy Spirit and to us 

about this good news of the Kingdom of God.  And the fact that it is near.   Down through 

the history of the church and through the generations of people all over the world who hear 

this Good News, there is a unifying, organizing message at work.  God is near, the time has 

come.  Do what you need to do to be part of it.      
 

Of course, someone reading this for the first time may well ask…So the time is fulfilled and 

the kingdom of God is in sight so what’s next?   

 
1 https://goodlifeorganizing.net/32-inspirational-organizing-quotes    read on 1/16/2021 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+1%3A+14+-+22&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24227a
https://goodlifeorganizing.net/32-inspirational-organizing-quotes
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And again, Jesus is on it…he immediately, in the Gospel of Mark, and Matthew too for that 

matter, goes on to say…Here’s your part of the mission:     

repent, and believe in the good news.”  

 

So Jesus’s organizational genius is evident in terms of ‘Naming the Mission’ that people can 

organize around AND providing an action plan for doing something that doesn’t get all 

mixed up.    The action plan is 2- fold:     

1.  For each of us to practice Repentance…I spoke of that last week.  A turning away from 

what we recognize as being unworthy of God and of ourselves as the beloved children 

of God.   It’s what John the Baptist said…Repent and be ready for the Holy Spirit! 

 

2. For each of us to Believe in the Good News, in the kingdom of God…That’s a little 

trickier because we can get all tied up in knots thinking that ‘Believing’ means that 

there’s proof and logic and tangible and concrete evidence that we can see, touch and 

taste.  But that’s not always the case because God is bigger than all that.  God goes 

beyond the material and the 3 dimensional.  And there may be times when the God’s 

presence on earth has absolutely nothing to do with logic.  

  

Basically, I hope we can agree that believing in the kingdom of God includes a sense of 

hopefulness based on the assurance that God continues to work in history in amazing ways, 

even when we human beings mess it up. 

 

I hope that we can believe in the Kingdom of God as both here and now and then and later.  

The kingdom is NOT just heaven…eternity…after life.  As valuable and precious as that is. 

The Kingdom of God is in America this day, this week, this very moment.   

 

And the Lord’s Prayer gives our voice to the plea, the resolve and our deepest desire that 

‘God’s will be done on earth as it is in heaven.’ 

 

On earth. In Washington D.C.  In the hearts of people who are so deeply hurt and angered 

and deceived and lost that they just might do more damage than any of us care to imagine.   

But we can still believe that God still wants good things for us and for our communities and 

our country.   It’s just that lots of things are all mixed up right now.   We need some 

community organizing, don’t we?  

 

We are at a time in which we cry out for an explanation.  A path through the confusion.  A 

message that can organize us and our thinking and our living.   I offer to you this morning 

the same organizing Mission Statement that Jesus offered all those years ago: 

 “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near.”     

Our part is that we WE CAN repent, and believe in the good news.  
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In its simplest version, Jesus was saying….God is with us and we can follow in the way of 

Jesus.     

 

With Martin Luther King’s birthday holiday coming up tomorrow…I want to tie in this 

Community Organizing principle of Jesus with the work, the gift that Dr. MLK Jr. brought to 

this country.  He wasn’t perfect…none of us are…but he was a faithful follower of Jesus Christ.  

He found a way to synthesize his African American Baptist up-bringing with the language and 

the issues of the mid-twentieth century.   Dr. King found his own way of expressing an over-

arching message that would organize community, just like Jesus did. 

 

He did that as a spokesperson for the non-violent segment of the Civil Rights movement, 

back in the 1950s and 60s saying:  

‘… that love is the law of life and to disobey it means to suffer the consequences.’ 2 

 

And the way to live love as the law of life, according to Dr. King was to remember that:     

‘Forgiveness is not an occasional act, it is a constant attitude.’3   

And ‘Nonviolence is a way of life for courageous people.’4  

 

He used the phrase ‘Beloved Community’ as he preached and spoke and he insisted on the 

importance of Forgiveness, peace, courage…those are the qualities the kingdom of God on 

earth needs from all of us.    And people organized around his words and blood was spilled 

but laws were changed and many of us learned a new way to think about people of color and 

about justice and equality of regard and opportunity. 

 

Jesus and Dr. King are walking hand in hand…the words are different but the Spirit is the 

same:   God is with us and we can follow in the way of Jesus.   That’s community organizing 

at its finest and it worked in the time of Jesus.    A community DID grow up around him.   

First Simon and Andrew…then James and John, sons of Zebedee… 

 

They dared to walk away from the security of family and jobs and life-long community in 

order to Follow Jesus.   That was the beginning of the community organizing that Jesus did 

while he lived on this earth.     And we can be certain that there was much talk among those 

who followed him about repentance…turning away and about what it means to know that the 

Kingdom of God is near.  

 

So 2000 plus years ago, Jesus created community for the Kingdom of Heaven.  70 plus years 

ago for Dr. King organized community for civil rights to bring healing to this nation.    

 
2 Op cit. p. 352. 
3 http://ipost.christianpost.com/post/10-powerful-quotes-from-rev-dr-martin-luther-king-jr-on-faith 
4 https://thekingcenter.org/#6-principles-of-nonviolence 
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What about now?  

 Are you hearing in this country, at this time an organizing message that includes a vision of 

peace and kindness, helpfulness and truth and forgiveness?    

 

Are you hearing an organizing plan that calls out for change?   That’s a hard thing to hear 

when there’s so much chaos and when our lives are pretty good just the way they are.    Why 

change, right, when everything is going alright in my corner of the world?   But how can we 

be content and satisfied when there are so many who are suffering in so many ways? 

 

Are you hearing in this time a word that calls out for Repentance even?   That’s a voice that’s 

even harder to listen to but I bet it was hard in the time of Jesus to hear that wrong-doing 

had to stop and people had to turn in a different direction.    And I know—because I was 

alive, at the time-- it was hard to listen in the Mid-twentieth century when Dr. King spoke that 

the country wasn’t living up to its values and there needed to be a movement towards 

integration and justice for all.   But he was just telling us the same thing that Jesus was talking 

about 2000 some years ago.   Repent and believe.  God is with us and we can follow where 

Jesus leads us.    

 

I hear people in this last week and 10 days tell me how hard it is to hear about white 

supremacy and rearranging Police departments & prisons and even dismantling racism.   But 

we have to listen to those voices because they just might be the voice of Jesus.   The echoes 

of Dr. King are all around us as we remember that he took on the burden of organizing 

communities and speaking the truth and ultimately dying for what he believed in.  

And laws did change for that time.  But that was a long time ago now.   70 some years later 

we are again witnessing race riots born of frustration and grief.   We see angry white people 

engaging in violence and destruction in so many ways.   No forgiveness.  No love.  No peace.   

Something’s not right.   It’s all mixed up.  

 

I remember trying to explain this past summer to several people that the violence and 

destruction of our cities and now our government & its buildings is so awful for us.  We want 

peace.   And safety and security.   But when people who live their lives in fear and are under 

constant suspicion and treated as second class citizens…when that human problem turns to 

violence then all of us need to stop what we’re doing and pay attention.  Not to criticize or to 

get mad or to hide ourselves away.   No, we need to be asking, What’s going on that’s so bad 

that people will burn down their own neighborhoods?  And storm their own Capital?  And try 

to kidnap their governor?  When that all starts to happen…as it has…Something is more than 

mixed up.   Something is terribly, terribly wrong.  The organizing principles are being ignored 

and the call to repent and believe is not even on the table.  The kingdom of heaven….is it 

really all that close? 
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And maybe, if we pause for a minute and seriously consider, we’ll see: 

What our role in this might be.  And what we need to do differently.   

We just might see…Now it’s time for our hearts to change.   

It’s time for the Hatred to cease.   

It’s time for love to move into its rightful place as the primary and motivating force behind 

our decisions and actions as a nation.  As a community.  As the people of God.    

It’s time to commit ourselves to what will bring the Kingdom of God more fully into our 

world. 

And we are called, as the followers of Jesus to consider what can we do differently that will 

help that to happen. 

We are called to invest our time and energy in the gigantic, multi-century community 

organizing that Jesus started those many and long years ago. 

And dare we to participate in moving away from what’s harmful and injust and unkind 

towards forgiveness, peace and love? 
 

That’s hard isn’t it?   But know that God is with us.   And in our weakness is God’s strength  

when we accept the beautiful power and love of God through our baptisms to resist evil in all 

the forms in which it presents itself.   I’m going to keep this baptismal font right next time as I 

preach in this season of Epiphany as a reminder that in our baptism, God has given us the 

freedom and the strength to follow Jesus.  To seek out and claim the Kingdom of Heaven on 

earth…here and now. 
 

Whew…I know I have said a lot this a.m. so let me just pull it back for you with these closing 

words of A.A. Milne.    

 Promise me you'll always remember: You're braver than you believe, and stronger than you 

seem, and smarter than you think.5 

God is with you and me and us and we can all follow Jesus!   Amen.  

 

 

Pastoral Prayer 

God of all ages, in your sight nations rise and fall, and pass through times of peril. 

Now when our land is troubled,  be near to offer us comfort and courage. 

Be near to us and also open our eyes to your judgement and your saving grace.  

May our leaders be led by your wisdom; may they search your will and see it clearly. 

When we have turned from your way, make that clear to us for we suffer from blindness to our 

own short comings.   Show us how to reverse our ways and help us to repent, faithfully and 

honestly.  

Give us your light and your truth and let them guide us, as we dare to speak and act for you…in 

kindness, in truth and in ways that are helpful to those who suffer and cause suffering.   For 

your kingdom, O God, we ask this through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of this world, and our 

Savior.  Amen. 

 
5 https://www.azquotes.com/quote/520340 

https://www.azquotes.com/quote/520340

