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 25th Sunday after the Pentecost  Nov. 22,  2020   Trinity UMC 
 
 
  

Scripture Readings  On this Christ the King Sunday, leading into Thanksgiving week,  
I want to give thanks for the way that Jesus comes to us as a very special,  

one of a kind King.   
The reading I have chosen is taken from Luke.   
Those of you who are alert to these things know that we are in the Matthew cycle of readings            

so I ask your indulgence for going a little off-script here.   
This event in the life of Jesus seems uniquely designed for combining  

this year’s Thanksgiving with the special nature of Jesus’ Kingship.    
 
Luke 17: 11 – 17 
11 On the way to Jerusalem (where he was to be crucified and resurrected)  

Jesus was passing along between Samaria and Galilee. 

(Samaria was a place of disrespected people who did not measure up to the standards  

of the Israelites and Galilee was the home province of Jesus.) 
12 And as he entered a village, Jesus was met by ten lepers,[f] who stood at a distance 

 13 and lifted up their voices, saying,  

“Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.”  

When he saw them Jesus said to them,  

“Go and show yourselves to the priests.”  

[Priests had responsibility for declaring people healed of their illness.]    

And as they went they were cleansed. 

Then one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back,  

praising God with a loud voice; 

and he fell on his face at Jesus' feet, giving him thanks.  

Now he was a Samaritan (and not of the respected people.) 

Then Jesus answered,  

“Were not ten cleansed? Where are the nine?  

Was no one found to return and give praise to God except this foreigner?”  

 And Jesus said to the Samaritan, the foreigner,  

“Rise and go your way; your faith has made you well.”[g]      
 The words of God for the people of God. 

     Thanks be to God.  
 
Message Jesus:   A Special Kind of King 
I had a professor in seminary who lectured for several class periods on ‘The Problem with 
Kings.’   
He discussed the issue of legitimacy…Where does the King get his credentials? 
He described the use and mis-use of power by monarchs and governments.  
He explained to us a king’s inter-relationship with the people… 
The people use the king to protect them and the king uses the people to feed himself and 
support his court and military.  
He told us that:  The people serve the king but the king also serves at the pleasure of the 
people.   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+17&version=ESV#fen-ESV-25655f
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+17&version=ESV#fen-ESV-25662g
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And when the people get fed up…the king’s authority is at risk of the 3 R’s: 
Riots/rebellion/revolution.  
 
These were fascinating lectures for me…a suburban white woman who lived so comfortably 
all of my life that I could afford…I had the privilege of pretty much ignoring politics—until God 
called me into ministry for the God’s people.  Then I too had to start paying attention to kings 
and politics.  Because the Bible talks politics all the time and the interaction of the church 
with governments down through history is part of our DNA, part of who and how we see 
ourselves and how we conduct ourselves.   
 
So I listened closely as the Professor dipped deeply into the Scriptures to describe to us ‘The 
Problem with Kings.’  A problem that Jesus was familiar with from the time of his birth in the 
manger with King Herod to the time of his death on the cross under Pontius Pilate.    
 
Let’s remember this one verse from Matthew…when the Religious leaders of his day 
questioned Jesus about his authority and legitimacy.  Knowing that this is a question that 
each of us needs to answer in our own way.   And choose our way of living accordingly.  
    
Matthew 21: 23   ESV 
23 And when Jesus entered the temple in Jerusalem, the week before Passover, the chief 

priests and the elders of the people came up to him as he was teaching, and said,  

“By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” 

 

What is the authority that gives Jesus the title of King? 
And where did his legitimacy come from?  Who gave him this authority? 
 
Those are the foundational questions of our faith that point precisely to the heart of who we 
are as Christians, as followers of Jesus.  Every sermon, every S.S. class, every Bible Study, 
every worship service is intended to affirm that it is God’s authority as the alpha and the 
omega, from beginning to end, that brought God to us on earth in the person of Jesus.  God’s 
authority over all of creation and humanity is embodied in the life of Jesus. 
Just as we call God the Holy and Almighty Powerful God, so too do we call Jesus the King of 
Kings and Lord of Lords.  And He shall reign forever.    
 
If there is doubt or confusion in your mind about what I just said…please, call me so we can 
talk.  I am eager for your questions and your confusion because what can seem so simple 
can become very complicated when it goes through our limited minds.  Let’s take a minute 
and remember some verses from the letter of Paul to the Philippians that we read earlier this 

fall:   Phil. 2: 5 – 13 

5 This is how you should think among yourselves— 
with the mind that you have because you belong to the Messiah, King Jesus:  

6 Who, though in God’s form, did not  
Regard his equality with God  
As something he ought to exploit.  
7 Instead, he emptied himself,  
And received the form of a slave,  
Being born in the likeness of humans.  
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And then, having human appearance,  
8He humbled himself, and became  
Obedient even to death,  
Yes, even the death of the cross.  
9 And so therefore, God has greatly exalted Jesus,  
And to him in his favour has given  
The name which is over all names:  
10 That now at the name of Jesus  
Every knee under heaven shall bow—  
On earth, too, and under the earth; 
 11 And every tongue shall confess  
That Jesus, Messiah, is Lord,  
To the glory of God, the father. 
 

These words from Paul’s letter to the Phil-up-ians show us that Jesus was, indeed, a special 
kind of king.   Jesus is a king who was so special that:  
Humbled himself rather than saying how great he was. 
He died for his people rather than expecting them to die for him. 
Jesus is a king who is so special that he emptied himself, poured himself out,  

 rather than filling up his bank-accounts and inflating his reputation and influence. 
 
Jesus is a special kind of king who recognizes for all time  

the humanity and preciousness of foreigners  
rather than insulting them or barring them from his presence. 

 
Jesus is a special kind of king who welcomes the sick, the lepers, to be healed rather than 
telling them to go ahead…get sick, stay sick.  It’s not my problem.  
 
Jesus is a special kind of king who believes that we are capable of saying thank-you.  Of 
being grateful for what we have—like the Samaritan leper was….rather than always asking 
for more and more and more.  
 
Jesus is a special kind of king who sees the infinite variety of skin colors among all the 
peoples of the world and rejoices in those differences.  Jesus isn’t color blind…He sees 
every variation of black and brown and pink and white and yellow and in those variations, 
King Jesus sees the reflection of God in whose image we are all made.   
 
Jesus is a special kind of king who teaches us to humble ourselves as he has humbled 
himself. Jesus knew the holy writings.  His sermon on the Mount, his parables over and over 
again reflect the words of God to King Solomon in 2 Chronicles 7:14   

“If my people, who are called by my name,  
will humble themselves and pray and seek my face  

and turn from their wicked ways,  
then I will hear from heaven,  

and I will forgive their sin and will heal their land”  
(2 Chronicles 7:14, NIV).     
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Jesus is a special kind of king who speaks words of truth to human power like God 
did through the prophet Ezekiel in Chapter 34, ESV  
 

“Thus says the Lord GOD: Ah, shepherds of Israel (THAT’S CODE WORDS FOR KING in the 

Bible) who have been feeding yourselves!  

Should not shepherds feed the sheep?  
3 You eat the fat, you clothe yourselves with the wool,  

you slaughter the fat ones, but you do not feed the sheep.  

 The weak you have not strengthened,  

the sick you have not healed,  

the injured you have not bound up,  

the strayed you have not brought back,  

the lost you have not sought,  

and with force and harshness you have ruled them.  

So they were scattered, because there was no shepherd,  

and they became food for all the wild beasts.” 

  

Jesus is a special kind of king who, as God said to Ezekiel, tends to his people.  
Seeks for them. Finds them. Feeds them and clothes them.  
 
11 “For thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I, I myself will search for my sheep and will seek them 

out. 12 As a shepherd seeks out his flock when he is among his sheep that have been 

scattered, so will I seek out my sheep, and I will rescue them from all places where they have 

been scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness…” 

 

Jesus is the special kind of king who knows what it means to live as one who can say with  
full integrity:  
 
“15 I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I myself will make them lie down, declares 

the Lord GOD. 16 I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the 

injured, and I will strengthen the weak, and the fat and the strong I will destroy.[a] I will feed 

them in/on justice. (Ezekiel 34) 

 

This is a very, very, very special King we have in Jesus.   Jesus, fulfilling the prophecies. 
Showing us, live and in person, how to live as those who are loved and cared for by the best 
King ever.   And wouldn’t it be wonderful if all of the kings and presidents and political leaders 
in this world today would decide to be more and more and more like King Jesus?   
Isn’t that something to pray for? 
 
And in the meantime…we can be like the lepers and let Jesus heal us. 
We can be like the Samaritan and say thank you, King Jesus.  
Thank you Jesus,  even when there’s a pandemic.   
Thank you King Jesus, even when the governments of this world ignore your love. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezekiel+34&version=ESV#fen-ESV-21330a
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Even when we don’t get to do what we really like to do on Thanksgiving.   
Thank you, King Jesus, for being the best and most special king of all.     
      
Prayers for the People      
Almighty God: 
from the beginning of time to the end of eternity, 
you have chosen to use your power and majesty 
     to love us, 
     to redeem us, 
     to shape us as your people. 
  
King of Kings and Lord of Lords: 
you became weak 
     so you could confront 
     the strength of sin and death, 
confounding their ridicule with your resurrection. 
  
Spirit of God, resting upon us: 
may your power enflame us 
     with your peace; 
may your peace touch us  
     with your grace; 
may your grace fill us  
     with your hope; 
may your hope lead us into your Kingdom. 
  
God in Community, Holy in One, 
may your word be on our lips, 
as we pray together as Jesus 
has taught us, saying, 
(The Lord’s Prayer)  
  
~ written by Thom M. Shuman and posted on Lectionary Liturgies. http://lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com/ 
   
Benediction   
Give thanks to the Lord always; again I will say Give thanks.   
Let your gentleness be known to everyone.  
The king of kings, the Lord of Lords is near. 
Do not worry about anything, but in everything,  
 By prayer and supplication with thanksgiving… 
Let your requests be made known to God.  
And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding,  
     Will guard your hears and your minds in Christ Jesus…our very special King.  Amen.  
Phil. 4: 4 – 7 adapted 
  

http://lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com/

