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Abbreviated Charge Conference 
was short and sweet! 

 In the absence of commentary or questions, the 
Trinity Council approved the required Voting Items:  
 The Membership Report shows a current 

membership of 296. 
 The Nominations Slate was approved as 

presented in the 9/30 Trinity Times with two 
changes:  the deletion of Gail Croci from the 
Finance Committee and the addition of Bruce 
Clark as the Coordinator of the Engaged 
Mission Team.  

 The Pastor’s salary and benefits were 
approved as presented in the 9/30 Trinity 
Times.  

 Our District Superintendent Rev. Scott Harmon 
joined us for worship and then led the Charge 
Conference meeting with dispatch and efficiency.  
He brought greetings from Bishop Bard and told us 
about the new Camp Michigamme Director, Pete 
Stahlbrand. It is good for us to remember our 
connection with the other UP and Michigan 
Churches of The United Methodist Church.   
    It’s never too late for questions…if you are 
curious about any of this, please call the church 
office, (906)774-2545, and someone from the 
Council will contact you with more information.  

 
 

 Cinnamon Roll Sale & Giving 
Goal Drop-off Day:   

 
Sunday, November 8, 2020. 

 
Drive through the church  

parking lot from 8:00-noon. 
 

Greeters (with masks) will be out  
there to accept your Giving Goal cards! 

 

Cinnamon rolls will also be on sale that day. 
Suggested donation: $2 each  

 

Money received will be split  
between the General Fund and  

the Engaged Ministry Team. 

 

Use of the Trinity Building 
 A vigorous email discussion has recently been 
carried on by the Church Council and the Pastor 
Parish Committee about the continued use of the 
building during the increased numbers of people 
getting sick with COVID-19. Thoughtful and faithful 
comments were exchanged, with a variety of 
opinions and concerns expressed.    
 After the Charge Conference, the Council 
discussed (in person and over ZOOM) the various 
ideas and issues. Proposals were considered, and 
decisions were made: 
 EVERYONE who comes into the building 

MUST wear a mask. If they don’t/can’t wear 
a mask, they don’t come in.  

 The Community Meal teams are being asked 
to devise ‘contact-free’ methods for getting 
food to those who drive through the parking 
lot.  

 Those coming to receive meals from us will 
be instructed to wear masks in their cars out 
of respect for our volunteers.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Live Worship    
Sundays at 10:30 
Social Distancing  
Face Masks 
 



November Birthdays and Anniversaries 
Please pray for them on their special day. 
Nov.  1 Denise DeLano, Sarah Marshall 
 2 Pat Barbeau, Don & Mary Rowell 
 3 Cliff Schaut, Dustin Schaut 
  Brad & Krista Harry 
 6 Carol Calcari 
  Drew & Mary Heather Champagne 
 9 Tammy Barnes, Erika Mattson 
 10 Suzanne Harry 
 11 Brad Strehlow 
 12 Megan DeLano 
 14 Patty Ronan 
 16 Joyce Erickson 
 17 Michael Grailer 
 20 Greta Betti, Mary Heather Champagne 
 22  Brian Tirschel 
 23 Mark Uren 
 24 Sam Bilgreen 
 25 Carol Pezzullo 
 26 Mike Bruns, Donna Jafolla 
 27 Brayah Johnson 
 28 Bob & Moira Cowling 
 29 Bruce & Beth Clark 
 30 Dean Laitinen 
________________________________________________________________ 
 

Hospitalized since our last issue:  Don Rowell 
 

Our condolences to Steve Mulka, whose sister Pam 
Mulka died September 25. 
 

Our condolences to the family of Judy Thompson, 
who died October 10. 
 

Our condolences to Joyce Yuhasey, whose husband 
Guy died October 17. 
 

“Thank you for all the prayers, cards, and visits while 
I was in the nursing home. It was all very 
encouraging!” Love, Joyce London 

 
Turn your clocks back one 
hour when you go to bed, 
Saturday, October 31. 
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Volunteers are needed to help with the 
Community Meal on the first Wednesday of 
every month. Please call Joyce Erickson, 
(906)774-9279, if you can help.  
 
October’s Mission of the Month is the World 
Communion Special Offering through The United 
Methodist Church.  
 The World Communion Scholarship Program of 
The United Methodist Church supports United 
Methodist students and students who relate directly to 
the General Board of Global Ministries mission 
partners, so that they may carry out their master’s or 
doctoral studies at universities or seminaries.  

  Please give to this Mission of the Month! 
 

November’s Mission of the Month is UMCOR’s 
International Disaster Response.  

When a natural or human-caused disaster strikes 
outside of the United States, UMCOR (United 
Methodist Committee on Relief) serves as the primary 
channel for United Methodist assistance.  
 In the short-term, UMCOR provides funds to their 
partners to distribute food, hygiene supplies, shelter, 
and other basic needs to ease human suffering. In the 
long-term, they work with local partners towards 
recovery and reconstruction. 
 In its programming approach, UMCOR adheres to 
Sphere Minimum Standards in humanitarian response 
and the International Committee of the Red Cross 
Humanitarian Code of Conduct. UMCOR works 
through capacity building efforts and accompaniment 
to support that partners do the same. 
 Please give to the Mission of the Month. 
  

November 1 is All Saints Sunday—On All Saints 
Sunday, we’ll honor those members of our church who 
have died since last year’s All Saints Sunday.  
 They are Marjorie Hodgins, Terry Lindholm, 
Henry London, Dorothy Manko, Judy Thompson, and 
Guy Yuhasey.  
 There are friends of this church who will also be 
remembered: Kim Koehler and Tony Tatangelo.  
 Are there others who you would like to see 
honored? Please call the office, (906)774-2545, and let 
us know.   
 

Richard and Virginia Williams are preparing to ship 
things for orphans and homeless children, including all 
sizes of clothing for children to young adults; yardage 
of fabrics in colorful patterns; blankets; sheets; and bed 
pillows. Items can be dropped off at their home, N3956 
North U.S. 2, Iron Mountain; at First Covenant Church 
in Iron Mountain; or here at Trinity United Methodist 
Church. 
 



Due to COVID 19, the fall Mini Fair has 
been canceled. United Methodist Women 
members are encouraged to donate what they 
would normally spend on the Mini Fair to UMW. 
Checks to UMW can be sent to the church. 
 Anyone in the church who would like to donate can 
do so. 
 The Mini Fair is UMW’s big fundraiser, which 
enables them to support local charities and United 
Methodist charities at Trinity and throughout Michigan. 
 
Tech Ministry  
 Greetings! Providing Sunday services through live 
streaming...information, materials, etc. via the 
website...Zoom committee meetings... 

These were supposed to be short-term things, as far 
as being the main methods for our church activity and 
outreach. Then they were supposed to become a 
‘bonus’ to regular, live services and getting to see 
people in person at church again. But it is appearing 
that perhaps these methods will be key to us for longer 
than we may have thought.   
 We need a small ‘force of folks’ to help facilitate 
the live streaming and sanctuary set up for services so 
we can keep them going. Anyone who is familiar with 
Facebook or has a smart phone is pretty much set and 
knowledgeable to be among the ‘force.’ If you’re ok 
with attending in person and can use a computer or 
smart phone, we need you! Not everyone who usually 
does this can be at church every Sunday, so the more 
we have on the list to slide in and help, the better.  
 Please contact me or the church office to let us 
know you can help out, and one of us can show you the 
ropes. We’ll need a solid small group to help out if we 
want to see the streaming services continue.  

Thanks and God bless... 
Dean Laitinen  

 
Committee Information—Church Council minutes 
are available if you want to read them. Please call 
(906)774-2545, and we will send them to you. 
 

Finance Committee, Thursday, November 12, 5:30 
p.m., at church and via ZOOM. 
Church Council, Monday, November 16, 6:30 p.m., at 
church and via ZOOM 
 

What’s Valuable?          Pastor Geri 
      There was a light-hearted moment when the Church 
Council was presented with the Trinity Unique  
Mission: Sharing God’s love with those who hunger.   
During the discussion, one of the Council members 
said words to the effect that the Mission of Trinity 
UMC had changed lots of times in his many decades 
here, so it’s not like this latest one would make or 
break the church. I thought, but at least this new one is 
short enough to remember and maybe even put on a    
T-shirt! 
     Mission Statements are no more and no less useful 
than the people who remember them and use them for 
guidance and inspiration. The September 30 Trinity 
Times included an article about the deeper context of 
God’s unique mission for us. This week, I’m writing 
about what we Trinity people value as we travel 
together in the direction God wants us to go.  
      Part of the Church Unique process was identifying 
the enduring values that Trinity has acted on both in the 
past and in recent times. What’s valuable, important, 
rock-solid in the context of this wonderful group of 
people here on the corner of Carpenter and E Street? 
    The most consistent value that showed up time and 
again, down through memories and recent events, is 
Nurturing Community. Trinity people care about each 
other. Not just in an academic way, but also in hands-
on, reaching out, and helping kinds of ways. That 
includes the funeral meals which nourish the grieving, 
the Bible education, and children’s programs that help 
us grow in our faith. Nurturing Community is the way 
in which we greet each other and call each other and 
send cards and remember each other’s birthdays and 
anniversaries.   
        We are sharing God’s love with each other as we 
walk with each other through the many stages of 
life…school, marriage, work, children, loss of 
parents…the list goes on. We pray for each other and 
for the world. We laugh and cry and serve and sing 
together. That’s valuable.   
      The value of Nurturing Community is made visible 
to the community around us in our many and various 
missions. Even in this pandemic era, we are known to 
be those who continue to serve those who hunger for 
food on Wednesday nights, and we welcome those who 
show up, looking for more.  
     Circumstances, technology, politics, mission 
statements change over time, but what’s valuable to us 
and to God, doesn’t. God nurtures us. We nurture each 
other and the community, and that’s a gift to withstand 
the test of time. So let’s share God’s love just as God 
shares love with us…as we continue being the 
Nurturing Community we are made to be!    

 Facebook Live Worship, Sundays 
at 10:30 in the comfort of your home. 
Watch and listen at your convenience! 
 


