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In preparation for the Scripture reading I want to highlight 2 words.  Welcome and Reward.   
We are only going to read 3 verses but those 2 words show up in almost each sentence and 
sometimes twice.   
In reading the Bible, I’m hoping I’ve told you this before…it helps to notice the words that are 
repeated more than once.  Those words are clues to the deeper meaning of the passage.   
So today, I’m going to ask you to count the number of times you hear these words.  You can 
use one hand and maybe your toes for Welcome  and then the other hand for Reward.  
OK…are you  ready.  These are words that Jesus said to his disciples as he sent them out 
into the world to help people and to make heaven a little bit closer to earth.   
 
Scripture Reading   Matthew 10: 40 - 42 
40“Whoever welcomes you welcomes me,  

and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me.  
41Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet  

will receive a prophet’s reward.  
and whoever welcomes a righteous person in the name of a righteous person 

 will receive the reward of the righteous;  
42and whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones  

in the name of a disciple—truly I tell you, none of these will lose their reward.” 
The Words of God for the People of God 

Thanks be to God 
 
Count Welcomes:   6 
Count Reward:  3 
 
Message     Welcome and Reward 
Welcome wins, right?   But rewards are important too. 
 
During this graduation season, I’ve been reading about all the rewards that the High School 
students in this area have received.  Rewards for good grades.  For Sports achievements.   
Some of our own Trinity students have been rewarded with scholarships and recognition. 
Rewards in that sense are special gifts for getting something big and important done.  And 
sometimes that ‘something’ takes a long time and a huge amount of effort…sustained effort 
to get a 4.2 GPA!   A plus, plus! 
 
But rewards don’t always have to be something big…I remember one time I had to go to the 
Dr. a lot because my kidneys weren’t working right.  And it wasn’t very much fun going to the 
Dr. and at the end of each of those visits…I would always reward myself with an ice cream 
cone.  It was a big medical center and there was great ice cream being sold in the lobby and 
after doing a Dr. appointment, I felt like I deserved a treat, a reward.    
 
So I say, don’t wait for something big.  Go ahead and reward yourself even for the small 
stuff because you deserve it!  And life is more fun when there’s something good to look 
forward to.   



 
That’s one of the hard things about this pandemic era.  We’ve lost some of our rewards, 
haven’t we?  Hugs.  Presents. Parties.  And we miss them…but that just means that we 
have to find new rewards that can work.   Instead of hugs, we can have drive-way 
conversations from our cars.  That’s a gift to people who have been stuck in the house.   We 
can treat ourselves to a phone call with someone we’ve been thinking about and haven’t 
seen in a long time.   We can draw a picture or make a sign and hang it in the window for 
people who walk by.  I just love all the hearts on windows as I walk my dog—each heart is a 
gift of love, a reward for being alive!  
 
Just know that I am pro-Reward.  I like ‘em and I think they are good for us!  
 
But…However…when I read this scripture from Matthew, I’m not sure that’s the kind of 
reward that Jesus was talking about.  Jesus was a deep thinker and sometimes he said 
things to make us think a little bit differently about things.   
 
For example:  When Jesus says  
41Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet  

will receive a prophet’s reward…. 
Well, what is a prophet’s reward? Lots of times the prophets were the people who told the 
kings they were doing it wrong.  And the prophets were the ones who told the church, the 
priests, the Temple officials that they were doing it wrong.   What kind of reward did they get 
for that?   Here on earth, it wasn’t very pretty sometimes:   The prophet Jeremiah was put at 
the bottom of a well for how many days?   Doesn’t sound  like much of a reward.  
 
And then in the Gospel of Luke, Chapter 4, we read about Jesus’s first time preaching in his 
hometown of Nazareth.  Jesus was a prophet, you know.  And you would think he might get 
an ‘attaboy’ from his own townspeople.  A plaque or a ribbon or the keys to the town…But 
instead of the kind of reward we think about, his neighbors didn’t like what he said to them.   
They were filled with rage and drove him out of town and wanted to throw him off a cliff.  A 
prophet is not accepted in his hometown.  Not much of a reward for Jesus there. 
 
So maybe we shouldn’t be too eager to get the reward of a prophet, right?   
When Jesus says 41Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet  

will receive a prophet’s reward’  That may be a hard thing to live with.  
 

And when Jesus says, ‘… whoever welcomes a righteous person in the name of a 
righteous person will receive the reward of the righteous;’ let’s pause and think what the 
reward for the righteous is.  Who remembers the Sermon on the Mount?   Matthew 5: 10 
Jesus says quite clearly:   ‘Blessed are those who are persecuted for  righteousness’ sake, 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.’ 
 
You might think and I’ve heard it preached that the righteous on earth will be rewarded with 
the gifts and treats of the world.  And maybe for some that’s true but not always.  The world 
doesn’t reward the righteous when they speak an unpopular truth.   Those who say ‘Black 
Lives Matter’ are not being rewarded with gifts and treats even as people around the world 
take up the issue and say it’s an important truth.   I read in the paper that someone in 
Norway put a BLM sign in their yard…that’s their truth, their acknowledgement of injustice 
and yet neighbors have complained and efforts made to steal or destroy the sign.   



 
We United Methodists know what it’s like to be in a religious institution that doesn’t  hand out 
rewards to those who support the  LGBTQ population which has, by the way,  gained more 
Supreme Court protections recently, while the United Methodists continue to debate the 
righteousness of same-sex marriage and ordination of openly gay people.     
 
We read and hear about what happens when the government and the police and various 
groups of citizens object to the way in which the righteous march or vote or 
protest…persecution could follow and the reward…well the reward has to wait for the 
kingdom of heaven, I guess.  Which can seem like a long, long ways away. Because there 
are times when rewards are just not happening here on earth.  In spite of Jesus’ repeated 
proclamation that the Kingdom of heaven is here and can be here and is nearer and nearer 
and nearer.    
 
We are living in a time when the rewards and blessings of God seem to be few and far 
between.  Sickness unto death.  Financial distress.  Protests and even riots in the streets.  
Political and governmental uncertainties.   It’s so much for us to absorb.   
But Jesus doesn’t leave us without hope of a reward.    
These 3 verses may raise questions about rewards but let’s remember…Welcome is 
mentioned twice as often as Reward.  The third verse of our reading says:   
‘…whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones  

in the name of a disciple—truly I tell you, none of these will lose their reward.” 
 
Acts of welcome, compassion, caring… 
The gift of a cup of cold water is a reward unto itself.  For the giver and the receiver.  
Maybe Welcoming Hospitality is the reward.  Yes it takes work to welcome people.  And 
time.  And courage to welcome strangers and unpopular people and issues.    
Our hope lives in the work of the Holy Spirit, in keeping with the teachings of Jesus and the 
purpose of God, because we do receive the gift of: 
Time, 

We receive the gift of energy  

We receive the gift of courage to offerr hospitality and welcome in this day and age…  That 

is God’s gift to us.  And maybe that’s our  reward for here and now…the willingness and the 

ability to give back the welcome that God has given to us as the precious children of God 

that we are.       

Welcoming may not yield a reward because maybe Welcoming is the reward.    
 
I’ve been thinking this week about the damage that is caused by a failure of Welcome. Or an 
unwillingness to welcome or include a new person in town, a person of another color or 
religion, or sexual orientation. 
 
Do you know that there are people along the border of the US, American citizens, whose 
hearts hurt for the Mexicans and Central Americans who cross the desert to escape the 
dangers of their own country in an illegal effort to enter America.  That group goes into the 
National Wildlife refuge along the border of Arizona and leave jugs of water,  canned food 
and blankets for migrants.  They are called the ‘No More Deaths’ Group because more than 
3000 people have died in the desert coming into Arizona since 1999.    



 
They are an interfaith group working from out of their religious convictions.  To give a cup of 
cold water to one of God’s little ones.  They, like Jesus, are seeking out those who are 
thirsty and hungry and sharing the love of God with them.   These are righteous people who 
have been arrested for trespassing and ‘abandoning property.’   
Their earthly reward:  up to six months in prison.i    
Their welcoming reward:  saving the lives of those who hunger and thirst and are driven by 
desperation that we can’t even imagine to cross the desert.  
Their reward…bring God’s purposes to reality in this time and place.  
 
Welcoming can be its own reward but welcoming can also be used to create unholy bonds 
and destructive coalitions.   I remember vividly the Farm crisis in this country back in the 
1980s.  Family farmers were losing the land and operations that had been theirs for 
generations.  Hopelessness was leading to a serious increase among farmers and…we 
know this to be true:   There are groups in this country…citizen militias, John Birch societies, 
and you can probably name others who are more than willing to recruit the hopeless and the 
desperate using hospitality and welcoming tactics.   That is described by this interviewer 
back in 1999 but rings true for the times we are in now: 

THE SUN INTERVIEW 

Armed And Dangerous 
The Desperation Of Rural America — An Interview With Joel Dyer 

BY DERRICK JENSEN     DECEMBER 1999 

 Let’s say I’ve lost everything, and I’m chronically depressed. My entire world has 

fallen apart. Then somebody knocks on my door and says, “I can help you. It’s not 

your fault. Let me give you my support.” Whoever extends that helping hand to me, 

I’m likely to be converted to their cause: If the Mormons knock, I might become a 

Mormon. If the Jehovah’s Witnesses knock, I might become a Jehovah’s Witness. And 

if it’s the citizen’s militia, I’ll probably become a militia member. 

If you go to a farm auction, time after time you’ll see someone crying and putting his 

arm around the man who’s losing his farm. Chances are, that will be a local John 

Bircher or a local militia member. He’s there because he lost his farm, too, and he 

understands what that farmer is going through. He’s saying, “It’s not your fault, man. 

It’s the government’s fault. It’s the evil Jewish conspiracy’s fault. I love you, and you 

can come with me now and fight this battle. Here’s another reason to live.” What a 

message! 

If someone were there for that farmer with another message — and that person would 

have to know and care about what the farmer was going through; it couldn’t be just 

another urban type trying to manipulate the farmer — then the farmer might go in 

another direction. 

 
     

https://www.thesunmagazine.org/sections/sun-interview
https://www.thesunmagazine.org/contributors/derrick-jensen
https://www.thesunmagazine.org/issues/288


 
Yes, in God’s world, even welcoming and hospitality can be used against God’s purposes.   
But we who follow Jesus know that there is a more rewarding message to be shared.  
We know that God’s intention is that all will be welcomed.  
The prophet Isaiah tells us:  ‘Everyone who thirsts, come to the waters.’   
Jesus is the living water and God’s welcoming that we can share with others… goes beyond 
national borders, racial differences, sexuality practices, political preferences.   
 
When I think of God welcoming all…means all…I always think of the Father of those 2 sons.  
I’m back in Luke again, Luke 15.   You  know the story of the one son who wandered off and 
the one who stayed home.  It takes a Father’s love, a parent’s love, a Creator’s love to 
reward the wayward, to welcome home the lost, to run down the street with open arms 
saying Welcome home…I missed you…I celebrate you…your presence is all that is 
necessary for joy to reign on earth as it does in heaven.  Welcome always and forever.  I bet 
you need a drink of that cool clear water…come.  You are the reward I have been waiting 
for.   Amen.  
  

Benediction     
Go now from this service of worship 

to the service of God’s people near and far, 
refreshed by the living water that Jesus offers to you. 
Listen for the parched voices of the least of these; 
search out the dry places and the arid souls, 
and become for them a spring of living water. 
And as you go, 
may the blessings (and rewards) of the God of life, 
the Christ of love, 
and the Spirit of grace 

be upon you this day and forevermore. Amen 
 
~ adapted from the Ecumenical Water Network’s Seven Weeks for Water campaign for World Water Day (22 
March), and posted on World Communion of Reformed Churches http://www.wcrc.ch/node/780 

 
i https://www.christiancentury.org/article/editors/convicted-taking-water-thirsty-people 

http://www.wcrc.ch/node/780
https://www.christiancentury.org/article/editors/convicted-taking-water-thirsty-people

