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What’s Valuable?                              Pastor Geri 
     We’ve just come through a strenuous election 
season that challenged each of us, all of us, to really 
think about what we value. What’s important to us as 
citizens of this country, and which politician reflects 
at least some small part of what we think is most 
valuable for us and our families and our county.   
That was a challenge, wasn’t it?  
     The Church Unique process included those same 
questions about values for this congregation here on 
the corner of Carpenter Ave. and E St. What’s 
important to us as members of this Trinity Church? In 
addition, what’s valuable to God in this place? Why 
did God put each of us here, in this group of  
believers, and what does God want of us? 
    Last month I wrote about how we value ‘Nurturing 
Community’ as a guiding principle. Today, I will 
expand on the Trinity Unique value of Engaging 
Worship. Why and how is vital, immersive, and 
devoted worship important and valuable for us?  
   There’s a prayer that I used in worship on August 
16 this year: 

Holy God…In every generation  
you call people to worship— 

inviting, inspiring, and instructing.  
Naming, nourishing, and nurturing;  

uniting us with one another and with you.  
Thank you for the gift of worship.  
     Worship is where God invites us to come and 
receive inspiration and instruction that is NOT 
offered anywhere else in our lives. All the channels 
on TV and the streaming services on the Internet 
can’t duplicate the nourishing and nurturing that 
comes from sitting with each other and intentionally 
remembering and honoring God.   
    Of course, during this pandemic, we are finding 
ways to worship through Facebook Live and 
telephone recordings. GOD IS THERE, TOO!  
Because God is not going to let a mindless virus keep 
us from experiencing the power and nourishment of 
the Holy Spirit among us.  
   Engaging Worship is our opportunity to be present 
to the power and holiness of God in community with 
our brothers and sisters and in communion with all 
who follow Jesus. Worship IS a foretaste of 
heaven…the place where God breaks through our 

thick-headed, distracted minds and our broken and 
closed hearts to make us new and refreshed for the 
world. Yes, worship prepares us to be the light of 
God in the world, for God’s good and beautiful 
purposes.  
    At Trinity, we value Engaging Worship for all of 
those reasons. We engage by receiving what God so 
richly offers us. We also engage by participating in 
the movements, songs, presentation of Scripture, and 
preparation of the Holy space in our Sanctuary.  
These activities invite and encourage those who love 
God to share that love with those who hunger for 
God.     
     Even as we have simplified our worship 
experiences, we continue to need helpers who can 
engage in creating the most wonderful worship 
possible. Thanksgiving and Christmas are coming 
soon, and these are special worship events in the life 
of the church. Please ask God if you are called to 
help prepare the Sanctuary for Advent. Assist with 
recording worship for those on Facebook. Add your 
voice to the virtual choir that Jeremiah is heading up.  
Greet people as they enter the building—with masks 
and appropriate distancing. Tend to the candles 
and the altar area, so that it is pleasing to God and to 
those who come to pray. 
      Engage and be engaged in worship…that’s the 
Trinity value that keeps this Trinity Church faithful 
and excited about who we are as God’s people.   
Please contact the office, (906)774-2545 if you want 
to be engaged in worship in any way! 

 
Thanksgiving Worship:   
6:00 p.m. on Wednesday, 
November 25 

 
 
 

      Christmas Eve Worship:   
Thursday, December 24 
4:00 p.m. for children and 
families 
7:00 p.m. & 10:00 p.m. 
 

 



November Birthdays and Anniversaries 
Please pray for them on their special day. 
Nov.  1 Denise DeLano, Sarah Marshall 
 2 Pat Barbeau, Don & Mary Rowell 
 3 Cliff Schaut, Dustin Schaut 
  Brad & Krista Harry 
 6 Carol Calcari 
  Drew & Mary Heather Champagne 
 9 Tammy Barnes, Erika Mattson 
 10 Suzanne Harry 
 11 Brad Strehlow 
 12 Megan DeLano 
 14 Patty Ronan 
 16 Joyce Erickson 
 17 Michael Grailer 
 20 Greta Betti, Mary Heather Champagne 
 22  Brian Tirschel 
 23 Mark Uren 
 24 Sam Bilgreen 
 25 Carol Pezzullo 
 26 Mike Bruns, Donna Jafolla 
 27 Brayah Johnson 
 28 Bob & Moira Cowling 
 29 Bruce & Beth Clark 
 30 Dean Laitinen 
______________________________________________________________ 
 

Hospitalized since our last issue:  Donna Bailey, 
Keith Granger, Vance Uhazie. 
 

Our condolences to Bob Waldbillig and his family. 
Mariann Waldbillig died November 2. 
 

“TUMC Family, thank you so much for the gift 
card. I really appreciate it as I am finishing up 
school!”—Sierra Fortner 
 

“To my Trinity United Methodist Family: Thank 
you for my Halloween treats/goodies. It is always 
nice to know I’m being thought of while I am away at 
school. Thanks again!”—Barbie Slagle 
 

“Trinity UMC, Happy Halloween! Thank you very 
much for the sweets and treats! It means a lot to 
know that everyone is thinking about me and all the 
college students at Trinity UMC, especially this year. 
Thank you.” –Tori Sorensen 
 

“Trinity Family—Thank you very much for the 
Halloween treats. It means a lot to me to know my 
church family is thinking of me at college.” 
                                  —Love, Mary Slagle 
 

 
 

Pecans and cashews are for sale to benefit United 
Methodist Women’s projects. Pecans are $10 per 
bag; cashews are $9 per bag. See or call Jill Baciak, 
(920)309-3331. 
 
2021 offering envelopes are here and can be picked 
up during business hours. If you prefer NOT to come 
to the church building, please call the office, 
(906)774-2545, and ask Sally to mail them to you. 
 
November’s Mission of the Month is UMCOR’s 
International Disaster Response.  

When a natural or human-caused disaster strikes 
outside of the United States, UMCOR (United 
Methodist Committee on Relief) serves as the 
primary channel for United Methodist assistance.  
 In the short-term, UMCOR provides funds to 
their partners to distribute food, hygiene supplies, 
shelter, and other basic needs to ease human 
suffering. In the long-term, they work with local 
partners towards recovery and reconstruction. 
 In its programming approach, UMCOR adheres 
to Sphere Minimum Standards in humanitarian 
response and the International Committee of the Red 
Cross Humanitarian Code of Conduct. UMCOR 
works through capacity building efforts and 
accompaniment to support that partners do the same. 
 Please give to the Mission of the Month. 
(Excerpts from the General Board of Global 
Ministries.) 
 

Thank you for continuing to turn in cash 
register tapes from Econo Foods and 
Super One Foods. We also collect UPCs 
from Our Family brand products. Money 

that we receive for the tapes and UPCs goes to the 
General Fund. A collection box is on the bulletin 
board by the west door to the Sanctuary. 
 

If you’d like your offering listed on your  
2020 statement, please be sure it’s  

at the church by Tuesday, December 29. 
 
 

The Certified Peer Support Specialist Warmline is 
a peer-run phone service providing peer support, 
resource referral, and shared experience of recovery 
and hope. Call (888)733-7753, 10 a.m. to 2 a.m., 
seven days a week, when you want someone to talk 
to, to share your triumphs or challenges, when you 
feel alone, or when you feel like others just don’t 
understand.  
 
 



A form for buying Paper Poinsettias and 
Lights of Love Luminaries is in this issue 
of the Trinity Times. Please turn in your 

form and money by Sunday, December 
13, or mail them so they’re here by then.   
 
Committee Information—A Charge Conference 
packet is available if you want one. Call the office, 
(906)774-2545, and arrangements can be made to get 
one to you. 
Finance Committee, Thursday, November 12, 5:00 
p.m., in person and via ZOOM 
 

Church Council, Monday, November 16, 6:30 p.m., 
in person and via ZOOM 
 

Staff/Parish Relations Committee, Tuesday, 
December 1, 5:30 p.m., in person 
 
Minutes of the Church Council Meeting,  
October 18, 2020 
Roll Call:  (In person & by Zoom) Jennifer Rietveld, 
Ruth Carlson, Blair Daugherty, Dean Laitinen, Jerry 
Harwell, Lea Varda, Pastor Geri, Rev. Scott Harmon, 
Joyce & John Erickson, Jack Noyce, Bruce & Beth 
Clark, and Frank Trumbell. 

Discussion of the use of the Church - The Church 
building will remain open with restrictions. Wearing a 
mask is required at all times for all activities in the 
church building. Maintaining proper social distancing is 
a must at all times. If this can’t be adhered to, you will 
have to find an alternative meeting place for yourself or 
your group. 
  Frank moved to have TUMC contact all the groups 
and individuals that use the building. Masks to be worn 
at all times in the building. If medically unable, then do 
not attend. Joyce seconded.  Motion passed. 
 Council recommends that all the Community Meal 
teams put a new procedure in place for meal pick-up to 
avoid contact with individuals. Recommending people 
picking up meals to wear masks, as well. 
 There is a need for more technology-people to help 
with the worship services.   
 Jerry closed the meeting with a prayer. 
 Next meeting: Monday, November 16, 2020 at 6:30 
p.m. – Minutes submitted by Lea Varda 
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Volunteers are needed to help with 
the Community Meal on the first 
Wednesday of every month. Please 
call Joyce Erickson, (906)774-9279, 
if you can help.  
 
Dear Friends: The Salvation Army Bread of Life 
Assistance Center appreciates your support, which is 
as vital for us as ever this year. With more and more 
new clients during the COVID-19 pandemic, this 
coming holiday season is shaping up to be like none 
in recent memory. This pandemic has encumbered 
every aspect of our society, and sadly, we have not 
been exempt from it. Sadly, there is no quarantine 
from the day-to-day struggles those we are called to 
serve experience, and since the pandemic, the 
struggle has been compounded and has reached more 
individuals and families. This is why we need your 
help more than ever. 
 We will not allow this pandemic to prevent us to 
be of service to those who need us the most, so please 
help us to continue being of service to others. We 
have come up with alternate ways to donate: 
 

1.  We now have a “Virtual Red Kettle.” Go to 
donate.salvationarmywi.org. Click on Virtual 
Kettles/Angel Trees, scroll down to Bread of Life 
Centers, and press Dickinson County (Bread of Life 
Assistance Center), which takes you to our local page 
and our Donate Now button. 
 

2.  Walmart Registry for Good, Online Ordering for 
our Angel Tree Program. Go to Walmart.com. In the 
upper right corner, press the main menu (three lines), 
scroll down, and press Registry, press Registry for 
Good. Then select items to purchase for donation. All 
shipping to our agency is free. 
 

3.  Monetary donation. Mail your check to The 
Salvation Army, 145 Roseland St., Kingsford, MI 
49802. 
 

4.  Recruit a group of friends and have a fundraising 
challenge with proceeds benefitting our Red Kettles. 
  

 We appreciate your support. 
--The Salvation Army Bread of Life 
Assistance Center 

 
 

 
 


