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Sermon Ministry    ‘Rules to Live By’ 
 

 
Scripture Reading        Romans 12: 9 – 21 
9 Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good;  
10 love one another with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor.  
11 Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord.[a]  
12 Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer.  
13 Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers. 
14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them.  
15 Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep.  
16 Live in harmony with one another;  

do not be haughty, but associate with the humble, those who seem   unimportant 
AND give yourselves to humble tasks  

do not claim to be wiser than you are.  
17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil,  

but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all.  
18 If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all.  
19 Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God;[c] 
for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.”  
20 No, “if your enemies are hungry, feed them;  

if they are thirsty, give them something to drink;  
for by doing this you will heap burning coals on their heads.”  

21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 
The words of God for the people of God. 
     Thanks be to God.  
 

Message      ‘Sharing God’s Love with Those Who Hunger’  
I read Paul and think:   We really do need rules for living, don’t we?  And always have.  

Humanity without some structure, some guidance…can get into an awful mess. 

Even with structure and guidance, am I right?  

God knew that from the very, very beginning.   

 

I remember my first Old Testament class in Seminary and the professor asked:   

What’s the first law that God gave?   Not to be a smarty pants or anything, and I couldn’t quote 

chapter and verse but I did raise my hand and said:  ‘Be fruitful and multiply!’   Gen. 1:28   

Everyone laughed and the professor clarified that ‘Be fruitful and multiply’ wasn’t really a law 

as much as an instruction, more of a job description, a rule for life, than a law.  He said to keep 

looking, we were close to the first law.   

 

We didn’t have to go far…all the way to Genesis 2:17 before the word ‘Commandment’ shows 

up…’And the Lord God commanded…of the tree of the knowledge, good and evil you shall not 

eat, for in the day that you eat of it…’ there will be consequences.    ‘…for the day you eat of it, 

you are doomed.  To die.’   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+12%3A+9+-+21&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-28242a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+12%3A+9+-+21&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-28250c


Every now and again I find myself wondering what was it about that one fruit…from the tree of 

knowledge…that was so bad for us?   Was that a warning NOT to be a smarty pants?   Was God 

trying to protect us from danger?   Is the knowledge of good and evil actually at the root of so 

many human problems?   My brain goes in circles on this one, this first Commandment.    

 

But for now I’m thinking that the commandment wasn’t really about the fruit itself so much as it 

was about the temptation to follow the influence of ungodly forces.  Like that serpent who 

tempted Eve, who tempted Adam.  It’s peer pressure…The danger God was protecting us from 

with that commandment was the danger of our human forgetting of God’s desire for us to be 

fruitful and to live in peace with each other on this earth with all of its beauty and gifts that God 

has provided.   God was protecting, trying to protect us from our human distractibility…my one 

friend says:  I just  follow after every bright and shiny thing I see.   
 

God knows that we are easily influenced by those around us and that the unhealthy 

influence of others us can lead us in a wrong and unholy direction with our  

Actions or thoughts or feelings or fears… 

Paul talked about that in last week’s Scripture reading:  Romans 12: 2.. 

Do not be conformed to this world…Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world,  

but be transformed by the renewing of your minds,  

so the you may discern what is the will of God.    
 

So that’s the human dilemma and God gives us rules..to live by. To help out.    

The 10 Commandments through Moses.  

Then came the 613 laws in Leviticus 

Than all of those Proverbs. 

So many rules…and still there aren’t enough to cover every situation for every person in every 

era of history.   God is great.  God is good but God just has not made a specific rule for 

everything that happens to everyone. 

And we get confused.   And then we get influenced by others.  And then we find a way to justify 

what we want through various interpretations and misunderstandings… 
 

So God so loved the world and us people that God came to live among us in and through 

Jesus…who took pity on us.  Jesus knew that we needed guidance.   Our human hearts and minds 

go in all kinds of directions without Good Orderly Direction.  And in Matthew 22: 34 – 40,  

when a lawyer asked him, Which commandment in the law is the greatest?   Jesus made it clear 

to him and to those who were listening, and to us: 

Love the Lord your God with all your heart and soul and with all your mind.  Love your 

neighbor as yourself.   On these 2 commandments hang all the law and the prophets.   
 

When in doubt…Look for the love.   Like Paul said in the Scripture this week:  

Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good;  
10 love one another with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor and respect and 

care.  
 

The words of Jesus, the expansion on those words by Paul…have helped lots and lots and lots of 

people down through the ages to keep from forgetting the way  that God loves us and wants us to 

reflect that love to  others.   The words of Jesus and the expansion on those words by Paul help 

us figure out how to behave, how to live in a way that is faithful.  And loving.  And holy…in the 

eyes of God.    



And that is good.   For me.  For you. For each of us.    

And for all of us.  

 

Hear me as I pivot here…to remind you that God’s love though Jesus Christ extends both to 

AND beyond each of us as individuals.  Jesus didn’t come just to love us one person at a time.  

Jesus also came to save, to instruct, to lead the Church.  The whole group of us.   We are the 

body of Christ for the world so these commandments, these laws Jesus and Paul and I are talking 

about,  apply to congregations as well as to individuals.  Our job description as a church, is to 

take these laws of love and caring and transform them through the renewing of our minds as we 

seek to discern what is the will of God.  

 

We, as the Church, need words to live by too.  We need Guidance.   And direction.   We need a 

vision of God’s deepest desire for who and how we can live in a way that reflects God’s love to 

the world.   

 

That is the work that the Church Unique group has been engaged in since April of 2019.  I had 

people ask me back then…Is it really possible to know what God’s will is?  One person 

suggested that it was arrogance to even try to figure that out.  The words were:    How can we 

possibly ever know the mind of God?  Well, I’m here to tell you.  It can be done.  It has been 

done down through history and will continue to be a part of the job description for the followers 

of Jesus, for the church.  And of course, seeking the will of God needs to be done with humility.  

With dedication.  With the Bible in one hand.  With guidance on the other hand.   With lots of 

prayer and deep thought and with caring conversation.    

 

And today, I’m here to tell you that a good and dedicated group of people here at Trinity can and 

have discovered, a Mission, a direction, a job description  that God has laid before this 

congregation…here on the corner of Carpenter and E St.    

 

Sharing God’s love with those who Hunger.  

 

You’ve maybe heard me talk about this before?  Or seen it in the Newsletter or on Flip Chart 

paper around the building.    

This is it.  This is what we have been led to share with you all…from God’s heart to ours to 

yours. 

This is what we have talked to a lot of people about over the last few months.    

This is what we are going to propose at the Council meeting tomorrow night.  

To see if your Church Council will support, endorse, recommend…this Mission Statement.   

Sharing God’s love with those who Hunger.  

I’m not sure what the Council will decide.   

Does this need to go to the Church Conference in October?  For everyone’s input? 

Will anyone come to a Church Conference in October? 

We’ll see what happens.  

I just know that the CU people have been faithful and persistent and they have a presentation to 

make and the Church Council has a decision to make… 

And I won’t get to say a whole lot tomorrow so I’m saying it now! 

 



Have you ever heard:  Proverbs 29:18  Depending on the translation: 

Where there is no vision, the people perish.  

God didn’t put us here at this Trinity UMC to perish.  No. 

God put us here to be fruitful.   

And multiply…if not in numbers, at least, we are to multiply in love and caring. 

  Paul says it so clearly:   

We, as a church, as the body of Christ, are to  

Contribute to the needs of the saints;  

extend hospitality to strangers— 

Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep.    
16 Live in harmony with one another;  

do not be haughty, but associate with the humble and those who seem unimportant.     

 

The Church Unique group is proposing a Mission Statement that has only 7 word but its reach is 

long.    

Sharing God’s Love with those who hunger.  

Naomi Garcia who was our facilitator from the Conference told us that it’s a God-sized mission 

statement because it is spacious…includes people both inside the church and out in the 

neighborhoods. 

 

It’s God sized because it includes an action step…sharing.  Sharing is an act that will always 

have more and more and more opportunities in this world to grow and expand in wider and wider 

circles.    

With God’s help we can learn to share more and more.  

 

It’s God sized because hunger is always with us.  Hunger for food.   Hunger for justice.  Hunger 

for love.  Hunger for hope.   

 

It’s God sized because feeding people’s hunger for food t reflects the past and present activities 

of Trinity that even in this pandemic generate some energy and love and generosity.  

 

It’s God sized because it reminds us of what Jesus taught us…feed my sheep who need food and 

water and shelter and care.     

 

It’s a  God sized Mission because it reflects the call of the Bible to venture into the realm of evil 

and enemies… 

Do you remember those last words of  Paul, that he borrowed from Proverbs 25: 21- 22 

“if your enemies are hungry, feed them;  
if they are thirsty, give them something to drink;  

for by doing this you will heap burning coals on their heads.”  
It’s a God sized Mission because it challenges us, as Paul says:  
21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 

And we know there is much of evil in this world, in this time and place.  

Over coming evil with love, with God’s love, while feeding those who hunger.     

It doesn’t get much more God-sized than that!  

 



I ask that you would take some time to think about and pray for this proposal. It’s the product of 

prayers, of reflection, of Bible study.  It’s a framework that can help us make decisions.  It’s a 

road map to guide us into an uncertain future.   You do know that we are still waiting for a 

Denominational decision about Gay marriages and who’s allowed to be a Methodist minister?  

And that decision will create a need for Trinity to make some decisions that will be easier to 

make if we are centered in  

Sharing God’s love with those who hunger. 

   

You may not know that the UM Church is calling all of us to Dismantle Racism.  Talk about a 

God-sized Mission.     The civil unrest in this country around racism and structural injustice and 

the ungodly use of power and privilege… is going to find its way into our church and our 

community at some point.  And this Mission of Sharing God’s love will help us to take whatever 

next steps might be necessary.    

 

And this pandemic…well, with or without the approval of the Council, we are right now Sharing 

the love of God with those who hunger for food every Wednesday night out in our parking lot.    

But we all know, in this pandemic, that there is also a hunger for community. 

A hunger for the way life used to be.   

A hunger for safety and healing and hope.    

A hunger for the reassurance of God’s love even when everything is changing and seems to be 

falling apart.  God sized Mission my friends and we are called…We are blessed to be called the 

people of God and now we have some clarity about who God made us to be, here. With each 

other. And with our neighbors.  With all the world.  Sharing love.  Feeding the hungry in all of 

the many ways that God offers us.   Let us pray.       

 

Eternal and Faithful God, 
send Your Holy Spirit into the hearts and minds of your people.  

You have already inspired our willingness to seek your will.  
Now we need to make a decision to act, to live, to participate in the 
exciting, and wonderful opportunities that you present to us.  
Our desire is to serve you, to care for each other and to share your love with 
those, with all who hunger.    
Bless us as we move forward in ministry, in mission in your name.   

 May our efforts be fruitful. In the name of Jesus.  Amen.  
  
Special Music for Reflection    All Who Hunger  #2126   
  


