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 All Saints Day Nov. 1, 2020   Trinity UMC  Iron Mountain 
 
 

  
Scripture Reading        Matthew 5: 1 – 10      Scholar’s Version 
In the last half of the 1900s and into the 2020s there has been much scholarly discussion 
about the first word of this passage.  Most of you…if you pull out your Bibles…will know this 
as the Beatitudes.  ‘Blessed are’ is the traditional translation.  This morning, however, I am 
reading from the Scholar’s Version and they have chosen the word ‘Congratulations.’  See 
how that sounds for you.  
 

 Congratulations to the poor in spirit! 
 Heaven’s domain belongs to them. 
Congratulations to those who grieve! 
 They will be consoled 
Congratulations to the gentle! 
 They will inherit the earth.  
Congratulations to those who hunger and thirst for justice! 
 They will have a feast.  
Congratulations to the merciful! 
 They will receive mercy. 
Congratulations to those with pure hearts! 
 They will see God. 
Congratulations to those who work for peace! 
 They will be known as God’s children. 
Congratulations to those who have suffered persecution for the sake of justice! 
 Heaven’s domain belongs to them. 
   The words of God for the people of God. 

     Thanks be to God.  
 

Message      Two for One…plus God makes Three   Rev. Geri Hamlen 
I woke up yesterday with a sore throat…you know how it is in the winter.  Hard to tell 
sometimes if it’s the dry air or a germ of some kind causing that scratchy throat feel.    I drank 
a lot of water and chewed on some Vitamin C tablets—My favorite remedy for the very 
possibility of a cold coming on.   Then I realized that I was almost out of them.   Danger, 
danger with winter coming on so I went out early to do my running around and stopped at 
Walgreens to pick up another bottle of Vit C and got lucky…Buy one.  Get one free!  Two for 
the price of One!  I love it when that happens.  The whole vitamin aisle right now at 
Walgreens is filled with the signs ‘2 for 1,’ ‘Buy One/Get One Free.’  Some were buy One get 
the second on half off…not quite so good but still better than paying full price.  
 
Of course, that deep discount thing only works if you have the Walgreens card.  Oh yeah.  
Walgreens wants you in their system.   Keeping track of your buying habits.  Customizing 
coupons based on your buying preferences…I found that disturbing at first but over time, I 
got used to it and now I hand over the card, or better yet,  I plug in my phone # and get the 
deal and feel virtuous for being a ‘savvy’ shopper.   Two for one.  That’s a good thing.   And 
yesterday, by the time I got home—I had my 2 full bottles of Vit. C to get me through this 
winter and my sore throat was gone!  Praise God… 
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When I read Matthew 5, vv. 1 – 10 I get the feeling that Jesus is trying to give us ‘2 for 1’ as 
disciples, as the faithful, as saints of the church.   It’s like he’s saying:   
When you feel poorly in your spirit…2 for 1 Congratulations!…you also have the kingdom of 
heaven to go with that!  
When you hunger and thirst for justice…2 for 1 Congratulations!….because you will feast! 
When you struggle to be merciful…2 for 1 Congratulations!…you will receive mercy! 
When you grieve…2 for 1 Congratulations!…you will be consoled! 
 
Jesus seems to be telling us that the struggles, the difficulties, the sadness of this life are 
never just standalone experiences.  There’s always, at the same time or eventually…that 
other thing, that fulfillment, relief that is part of it all too.  ‘Two for one’ but…like needing that 
Walgreens card to get the deal, it’s not automatic, is it?  ‘Two for one’ isn’t always easy to 
see in every situation.     
 
We all know plenty of people who feel poorly in their spirit and they sure don’t act like they 
have a kingdom of heaven perspective.  
We know people who are grieving and they are not feeling the consolation Jesus talks about.  
There are those who are hungering for justice, a lot of them right now in this country, but they 
aren’t seeing it going on right now.   
Something seems to be missing.    
  
And that missing piece of the ‘2 for 1’ puzzle is trusting in God.  God,  who is all day long, 
working for good in the world.  That’s the message Jesus came to deliver…the Kingdom of 
Heaven is near and here among us but we have stop and look for it.  We have to clear away 
the fear and the clutter and believe it is possible for God to do amazing things that are 
beyond our abilities.  
 
We have to faith that in the darkness of crazy politics…in the historical muck of injustice…in 
the swamp of greed and self-interest…and in the quicksand of grief….God is at work.  The 
power of the Holy Spirit is nudging boulders and wedging its way through locked doors and 
slipping through cracks and planting seeds that may not emerge for a while but Feasting and 
Consolation and Mercy are all part of God’s intention on this earth and through all time.   
 
Jesus is telling us ‘2 for 1 plus God makes 3.’  It’s a Trinity thing.   
Father, Son and Holy Spirit…doing their 3 way dance in our lives, in our church, in our 
country and in our world.  Bringing mercy to the merciful.   
Singing joy into sadness.   
Making Godly justice happen where it’s most needed.  
 
 And the best thing we can do is look for that ‘2 for 1 plus God’ and remember it and give 
thanks for it.  Gratitude is the most appropriate response.   Then, the most useful of all is for 
us to speak of it when we see it.   
We can tell each other when we see hungry people being fed and lonely people being 
nurtured and new people being taught more and more about who and how God is at work 
here at Trinity and throughout the world.    
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I see the ‘2 for 1 plus God makes 3’ in the lives of the Saints whom we have named this 
morning.   They didn’t all get to do everything they wanted to…especially the youngest if 
them.  And when they grew old and their bodies started breaking down, there was loss and 
limitatations…but they all left behind them the gifts that they were uniquely suited to bring to 
this world.  When people follow Jesus and become part of a congregation like this Trinity 
church, we don’t just get them as isolated people.  We get them for who they are plus what 
they share with us plus what God offers through them in amazing and unexpected ways.   
2 for 1 plus God makes 3.  
   

I have seen in this group:   
Fathers who, by the grace of God, cherished their wives and have given us their sons and 
daughters to know and love.  
I have seen Women of the church, who by the grace of God, have left stories and legends of 
music and history and hats and devotion to the missions of the church.   
I have seen Friends of this church who, by the grace of God, provided care and nurture and 
support for special people of this congregation.  
 

Congratulations, Trinity!  We grieve the loss of these good people but we will be consoled by 
the words of Jesus.  We are stronger and more loving and happier for the Holy Spirit working 
in their lives with us.   We are to be congratulated for having known them.   That’s the God 
part…joy, strength, love, mercy.  2 for 1 plus God…makes a perfectly 3 dimensional glimpse 
of heaven right here on earth.    For that we can give thanks.  This day and every day.   
Amen.  
 

 All Saints Video 
Dorothy Manko 
Marge Hodgins 
Hank London 
Guy Yuhasey 
Judy Thompson 
Terry Lindholm 
Kim Koehler         (Special friend to Carol and Neal Annear) 
Charles A. Hunt   (Greg Hunt’s Dad) 
Tony Tatangelo   (Sierra and Dominic’s Dad) 
 

All Saints Prayer     
Almighty God, you have knit together your elect 
   in one communion and fellowship, 
   in the mystical body of 
   your Son Christ our Lord. 
Grant us grace 
   so to follow your holy saints 
   in all virtuous and godly living, 
   that we may come to those unspeakable joys, 
which you have prepared for those who sincerely love you; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
  

 


