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Scripture Reading       Romans 12: 1 – 8  New Living Translation 
And so, dear brothers and sisters, I plead with you to give your bodies to God.  
Let them be a living sacrifice, holy—the kind God can accept.  
When you think of what the Holy One has done for you, is this too much to ask?  
 Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world,  

but be a new and different person with a fresh newness in all you do and think.  
Then you will learn from your own experience how God’s ways will really satisfy you. 
3 As God’s messenger I give each of you God’s warning:  
Be honest in your estimate of yourselves,  

measuring your value by how much faith God has given you.  
4-5 Just as there are many parts to our bodies, so it is with Christ’s body.  
We are all parts of it, and it takes every one of us to make it complete, 

 for we each have different work to do.  
So we belong to each other, and each needs all the others. 
6 God has given each of us the ability to do certain things well.  
So if God has given you the ability to prophesy, then prophesy whenever you can— 

as often as your faith is strong enough to receive a message from God. 
7 If your gift is that of serving others, serve them well.  
If you are a teacher, do a good job of teaching.  
8 If you are a preacher, see to it that your sermons are strong and helpful.  
If God has given you money, be generous in helping others with it.  

If God has given you administrative ability and put you in charge of the work of 
others,   

take the responsibility seriously.  
Those who offer comfort to the sorrowing should do so with Christian cheer. 

The words of God for the people of God. 
     Thanks be to God.  
 

Message      ‘Ministry Mentorship’  
 
If there are any children, still watching…let’s do something we haven’t done in a long 
time.   Maybe a grown up could help you.   
Here’s the Church, here’s the steeple.  Open the door and see all the people. 
And God doesn’t want the people to stay in the building…Jesus calls us out, sends us 
out even. And we become the hands of Jesus.  And the heart of Jesus for the world.   
That’s the generosity that God asks of us.     
 
We know first hand these last few months that The church is so much more than the 
building…as much as we love our Building.  This building was pretty much closed for 3 
months—March to June—and it became real, to all of us, that the Church is the people.  
With or with out the building. 
 



How many of you remember the history of this Trinity church?   There was a Swedish 
Methodist Church building on Brown Street and that group of people changed their 
name to the Wesley Methodist Church.   And, around the same time, there was an 
English Methodist Church called Central Methodist Church that had a building on B St.   
And who remembers, 1944, there was a fire in January or February I think.   The 
building burned down but the Central Methodist people were not destroyed.  They didn’t 
use that fire as an excuse to quit church… no, the Wesley Methodist Church took in the 
Central Methodist people and over time, those 2 groups blended together and became 
the Trinity Methodist Church.  And built this building where we are now.   And we are so 
much more than just the building.  That’s for sure.      
 
We are Methodists.  Church people, a community of faith, the called and committed 
people of God.  The Body of Christ.   I have heard the people of God described as a 
kind of like a pot-luck.   Each person is different.  Some people are casseroles with 
cheese melted on top.  Some are vegetables with dips on the side.   Others are salads 
with a mixture of various healthy lettuce and carrots and tomatoes.  Others are more 
like jello, or desserts or chips.   But somehow, each potluck, each church is complete 
unto itself.   And each person contributes something unique and important. 
 
That’s what Paul is talking about when he says:  4-5 Just as there are many parts to our 
bodies, so it is with Christ’s body.  
We are all parts of it, and it takes every one of us to make it complete, 

 for we each have different work to do.  
We are all parts of this great big Trinity potluck and we each have something unique 
and special  to offer.   
 

One wise church lady was complimented for her homemade biscuits at a potluck.  
Flakey.  Almost puffy but substantial.  Lightly browned on top and just the wee bit crispy 
on the bottom.  Warm from the oven. 
When the visiting preacher praised her for her biscuits, she said…Isn’t it something 
when you think about it.  What goes into these biscuits isn’t anything all that special.  In 
fact, flour by itself doesn’t taste good.  Baking powder is too salty.  And who would eat 
shortening all by itself…but you put ‘em together.  Stir ‘em up and bake ‘em in the oven 
and look what you get…then put a little sweet honey on them and yummy.’ 
 
The guest preacher nodded and said:     It’s just like people at church, right?   Some are 
too salty.  Some are too sweet.  Some are too much or not enough but you put ‘em all 
together, in the shadow of the cross, in the fire of the Holy Spirit and you get a pretty 
good group for God, don’t you?  With the sweet honey of God’s love poured on us.’i 
 
So yes.  The body of Christ is like a potluck.   And each person has a different appetite 
for what’s offered at a potluck.  And each person has a different taste for other people at 
the potluck.  Some people blend well together, like a rich and hearty soup on a cold day.   
Other people are more like oil and vinegar and have to be shaken up in order to work 
well together.   Other people get a little spicy which isn’t all bad if you have a taste for 
salsa or chile.  But that’s what makes a potluck so wonderful…so much variety and all 
of us, at one meal, one gathering.  Together.      



So we belong to each other, and each needs all the others.  A potluck wouldn’t be a 
potluck, without you.  
 
We who have been coming to Trinity for a long time, have had this potluck type 
experience.  We know the people who are a little salty or crispy or so sweet and easy to 
digest.  But let’s imagine for a minute being a new person here at Trinity.   And you may 
say…well that’s not happening right now…but it is.  And it could be more and more as 
we continue to Share God’s love with those who Hunger.   So let’s just take a minute 
and think about how  

 
New people coming into a Church and sitting with the people are looking to see if there 
is anyone who matches their taste in companionship, in friendship, in fellowship.   A lot 
of us don’t remember, or never knew, how hard it can be to break into a church group.   
But it is hard…especially when so many of us have years and decades and even a life-
time of being part of this particular church.    

 
The Church Unique group did some serious thinking about how to make it easier for 
people, new and old,  to come to the pot-luck that is Trinity UMC.  

 
You might remember a few weeks ago, I explained how the Church Unique people have 
identified Meaningful Service (8/2) aka Mission Work as a Value for this Trinity Church.   
They also identified “Nurturing community” (July 12) as a value.  Those sermons are 
posted on the Facebook for July 12 and Aug. 2 if you didn’t get to hear them and a 
Word document is available on the Trinity web-site if you would like to read it over and 
think about it some more.  
 
Values are words that express our deepest conviction of what’s important.   We believe 
that Serving God’s world and Nurturing each other is important.  Not just for the CU 
people but based on the activities down through the years here at Trinity.  Based on the 
conversations that generate some energy and excitement.  Based on the things that we 
say to each other about each other and the things that we say to our friends and 
families when we talk about why, in this day and age, we even bother to stay involved 
with church.  Because Meaningful Service and Nurturing Community are the gifts that 
God offers us at the Church potluck.  And we don’t want to miss that.  
Because it’s important.  
And what’s important to us makes up our identity as a church.   
 
Naming and Claiming our identity as God’s people has been part of this Church Unique 
process because if we don’t know who we are…we can’t know where we are going. 
If we don’t claim our values as God’s people,  

it’s a whole lot easier to forget….or ignore God’s direction and purpose for us.    
 
Values create a road map for us in fulfilling what on earth God wants of us here on the 
corner of Carpenter and E St.   But putting thoughts into words is just a first step. 
Because words alone do not always create action.  That’s what strategies do.  
 



Strategies are the action steps that put meat on the bones of our values.    
It’s strategies that are the next steps towards embodying our values. 
Strategies make it obvious to those who see and hear us…that we are walking the walk 
and not just talking the talk.  
  
So we asked ourselves, and God, about a strategy, an action step that would help new 
and old  people who come to Trinity to join us in meaningful service.  How can we be a 
Nurturing Community (live out our value) that welcomes people into doing missions, 
being the hands and feet and heart of Jesus.  
 
And the idea we came up with is ‘Mission Mentorship.’   The concept is that someone 
familiar with the Missions at Trinity would offer to introduce and partner with a newer 
person in meeting people and getting to know the different mission activities that we do.   
Because we do so much!  And it’s hard when you’re new to a group of people to break 
in… 
 
I realize that Mentorship is kind of a formal word.   It might make you think of career 
development or political maneuvering.   
Mission coaching might be a better term…except that there are Coaches for everything 
now a days…Life Coaches, sports coaches, diet coaches, Recovery coaches.  
 
So what about Mission partnerships.   A more experienced Trinity person partnering 
with a newer person.  If they wanted to, of course.   No one would be required to have a 
partner, coach, mentor.  We know that some people prefer NOT to be over-whelmed by 
too much attention and excitement at first.    
 
But meaningful service is important to us and when it’s important to people who come to 
us…let’s have a plan, a process for helping them get to know the Community Meal team 
leaders.   And let’s introduce them to the North Dakota Mission Team people.   And let’s 
invite them to Light at the Inn information meetings.   And let’s include them in the 
Giving Tree at Christmas time.  And let’s explain what the Missions of the Month are all 
about.   Partner with them.  Mentor them.  Affirm them and give them a chance to grow 
in their devotion to generosity and meaningful service. 
 
Because those kinds of relationships build a Nurturing Community.   Inviting people to 
the potluck is also inviting them to share their gifts.  Their strengths.    
 
What did Paul write to the Romans? 
So we belong to each other, and each needs all the others. 
6 God has given each of us the ability to do certain things well.  
So if God has given you the ability to prophesy, then prophesy whenever you can— 

as often as your faith is strong enough to receive a message from God. 
7 If your gift is that of serving others, serve them well.  
If you are a teacher, do a good job of teaching.  
8 If you are a preacher, see to it that your sermons are strong and helpful.  
If God has given you money, be generous in helping others with it.  



If God has given you administrative ability and put you in charge of the work of 
others,  take the responsibility seriously.  

Those who offer comfort to the sorrowing should do so with Christian cheer. 
 
And Paul isn’t the only one guiding us in this particular strategy.   Jesus himself, In the 
Gospel of Mark spoke to his disciples and….Sent them out 2 by two and gave them 
authority (over the unclean spirits.) Mark 6: 7 
 
So how will this Mission partnership/mentorship/coaching get organized?  I can’t say for 
sure at this point.  All of the strategies that have been identified for Trinity are 
aspirational in the sense that we know they are important but they aren’t yet fully 
realized.   
Church Unique people are in the process right now of presenting the over-all 
Mission/Values/  Strategies to the congregation through this sermon series and to the 
Council when we meet again.   Their work has been to put these things into words.  
The work of this potluck congregation, body of Christ is to put those words into actions. 
We can walk the walk and talk the talk if and when the people of Trinity agree that it is 
important and valuable to do what God is calling us to do.   
 
I ask that you would take some time to think about and pray for this proposal.  It’s a 
framework that can help us make decisions.  It’s a road map to guide us into an 
uncertain future.   You do know that we are still waiting for a Denominational decision 
about Gay marriages and who’s allowed to be a Methodist minister?  And that decision 
will create a need for Trinity to make some decisions.   You do know that the civil unrest 
in this country around racism and structural injustice is going to find it’s way into our 
community at some point?  That too will require us to make decisions.  And the 
pandemic…requires us to think long and hard about how to live our potluck life together.  
 

This Church Unique framework provides us with clarity about who God made us to be, 
here. With each other. At the potluck that is Trinity UMC.      
 
Paul’s words again, guide us: 
Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world,  

but be a new and different person with a fresh newness in all you do and think.  
Then you will learn from your own experience how God’s ways will really satisfy you. 
3 As God’s messenger I give each of you God’s warning:  
Be honest in your estimate of yourselves,  

measuring your value by how much faith God has given you.  
 
I have faith in this Trinity pot-luck.  I look back over the decades in this building.   

I move further back into the 1880s and 1890s when the English and the Swedes and 
the  Cornish on the North side said, ‘God wants his people to build something here.’  I 
look further back to the New York and Canadian Conferences of Methodists who sent 
missionaries here as early as the 1830s  to be of service to the Native people.   
Sometimes looking back makes it easier to look forward and to remember 1 Chronicles 
28:20:   God will not fail us or forsake us, until all the work for the service of the Lord is 
finished.   1 Chronicles 28:20.    Let us pray.  



Prayer 

 

God you have given each of us many gifts, 
but sometimes we cannot recognize 
what gift we have to share, 
so we hide it under a bushel.  
 
God you remind us that all gifts are needed, 
but sometimes we let ourselves be convinced 
that some gifts are more special than others. 
And that other gifts are unnecessary.  
 
God you made each of us unique and special  
but sometimes we forget to look for the gift of your grace and love in those 
around us.  
 
God you call us to work, to live, to love together as parts of one body, 
but sometimes we forget to reach out and include those who are new, or quiet, or 
uncertain.   
 
Show us the way oh Lord…to mix and mingle and combine and share our time 
and our gifts and our love for you with each other and with all the world.   Amen.    
 

 
i‘1001 Illustrations Book’   p. 302 Adapted 


